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8 Majeſty's benevolent endeavours to reſtore to his people the 
bleſũngs of ſecure and honourable Peace, again repeated without 

ſucceſs, have again demonſtrated beyond the poſſihility of doubt, the 
determined — perſevering hoſtility of the Government of France, in 
whoſe unprovoked aggreſſion the war originated, and by whoſe bound- 
kf and deſtructive ambition it is ſtill prolonged. And while by the 
courſe of theſe tranſactions, continued proofs have been afforded to all 
his Majeſty's faithful ſubhjects, of his anxious and unremitting ſolici- 
tude for their welfare, they cannot at the ſame time, have failed to re- 
cognize, in the uniform conduct of the enemy, the ſpirit by which the 
— of France are ſtill actuated, and the objects to which they are 

re | 

His Majeſty could not but feel how much the means of Peace had 
been obſtructed by the many additional difficylties which his enemies 
had fo repeatedly thrown in the way of every Negotiation. Never- 
theleſs, on the very firſt appearance of circumſtances in ſome degree 
more favourable to the intereſts of humanity, the fame ardent deſire for 
the eaſe and happineſs of his ſubjects, induced his Majeſty to renew 
his overtures for terminating the calamities of war: thus availin 
himſelf of every opening which could in any manner lead to ſecure an 
honourable Peace, and conſulting equally the wiſhes of his own heart, 
and the principles by which his 4. — invariably been guided. 

New obſtacles were immediately interpoſed by thoſe who ſtill dĩrect- 
ed the Councils of France, and who, amidſt the general defire for 
Peace, which they could not at that time openly un, {till retained 
the power of 1 NL withes of their own country, of cgunter- 
acting his Majeſty's benevolent intentions, and of o ſtructing that 
reſult, which was ſo neceſſary for the happineſs of both nations. Br 
iculties pf form were ſtudiouſly ereated ; modes of negotiation were 
inſided upon, the moſt inconſiſtent with tkeir own conduc in every 
other inttance ; the ſame ſpirit — in every ſtep which was taken 


* 
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by them; and while the moſt unwarranted infinuations were throw 
out} and the moſt unfounded reproaches brought forward, the eſtabliſh. 
ed cuſtoms and uſages, which have long prevailed in Europe, were 
1 departed from, even in the ſimpleſt acts which were to be 
one on their part for the renewal of the Negotiations. All theſe 
things his Majeſty determined to diſregard; not as being inſenſible of 
their purport and tendency, nor unmindful of the importance of theſe 
pornts, in the public intercourſe of t and independent nations; but 
reſolving to defeat the obje* of theſe artifices, and to fuffer no ſubordi. 
nate or in ſerior conſideration, to impede, on his part, the diſcuſſion 
of the weighty and ex. enſive intereſts on which the termination of 
the war maſt neceſſarily depend. 
He diĩrected his Miniſter to repair to France, furniſhed with the mo 
— * powers, and inſtructed to communicate at once an explicit 
detailed propoſal and plan of Peace, reduced into the ſhape of 
regular Treaty, juſt and moderate in its principles, embracing all the 
intereſts concerned, and extending to every ſubject connected with the 
reſtoration of public tranquillity. The communication of this Paper, 
delivered in the very firſt conference, was accompanied by ſuch expla. 
rations as fully tated and detailed the utmolt extent of his Majety" 
views, and at the fame time gave ample room for the examination of 
every diſputed point, for mutual arrangement and conceſſion, and for 
reciprocal facilities arifing out of the progreſs of fair diſcuſſion. 

o this proceeding, open and liberal beyond example, the conduct 
of his Majeſty's enemies oppoſes the moſt ſtriking contraſt. From 
them no Counter project has ever yet been obtained: no ſtatement of 
the extent or nature of the conditions on which they would conclude 
any Peace with theſe Kingdoms. Their pretenſions have always been 
brought forward either as detached or as preliminary points, diſtind 
from the main object of Negotiation, and accompanied, in every in- 
ſtance, with an expreſs reſerve of farther and unexplained > Annu & 

IT be points which, in | mg ra of this ſyſtem, the Plenipotentiaries 
of the Enemy propoſed for ſeparate diſcuſſion in their firſt conferences 
with his Majeſty's Miniſter, were at once frivolous and offenſive; 
none of them produttive of any ſolid advantage to France, but all 
calculated to raiſe new obſtacles in the way of Peace. And to theſe 
demands was ſoon after added another, in its form unprecedented, in 
its ſubſtance extra , and ſuch as could originate only in the mol 
determined and inveterate hottility. The principle of mutual com- 
penſation, before expreſsly admitted by common conſent, as-the jul 
and equitable baſis of Negotiation, was now diſclaimed ; every idea of 
moderation or reaſon, every appearance of juſtice, was ed; 
and a conceſſion was required his Majeſty's r as 4 
preliminary and indiſpenſable condition of Negotiation, whi muſt 
at once have ſuperſeded all the obj-&s, and all the means of 


her own dominions ſo 


treating. France, afier incorporating wi 
Jugs portion of her conqueſts, and alben g to have deprived herſelf, 
by her own internal regulations, of the power of alienating theſe va. 


luable additions of territory, did not ſcruple to demand from his Ma, 

the abſolute and unconditional ſurrender of all that the energy of 
is People, and the Valour of his Fleets and Armies, have conquered 
in the preſent War, either from France or from her Allies. She be. 
aired that the power of Great Britain ſhould be confined within 1 
former limits, at the very moment when her own dominion was ©: 


Cal 


ended to a degree almoſt unparalleled in hiſtory. She inhſted, that 
in proportion to the increaſe of danger, the means of reſiſtance uould 
de diminiſhed ; and that his Majeſty ſhould give up, without compen- 
be ation, and into the hands of his Enemies, the nece defences of 
eſe {his poſſeſſions, and the future ſafeguards of his empire. Nor vas even 
» of this demand brought forward as conſtitu: ing the term? of Peace, but 
ele N he price of Negotiation ; as the condition on which alone his Majesty 
vas to be allowed to learn what further unexplained demands were 
gill reſerved, and to what greater ſacrifices unprecedented con- 
fions of honour and ſafety were to lead. ” | 

Whatever were the impreſſions which ſuch a proceeding created, 
they did not induce the King abruptly to preclude the means of Nego- 
noſt cation. In rejecting without a moment's heſitation a demand, which 
could have been made for no other reaſon than becauſe it was inad- 
miſſible, his Majeſty, from the fixed reſolution to avail himſelf of 
every chance of bringing the Negotiation to a favourabie iſſue, direct- 
ed that an opening ſtill be left for treating on reaſorable and 


per, equal 4 » ſuch as might become the dignity of his Crown, and 
la- the rank and ſtation in Europe in which it has pleaſed the Divine Pro- 
by nidence to place the Britiſh Nation. 


This temperate and conciliatory conduct was ſtron 
the benevolence of his Majeſty's intentions; and it a 
time to have N the way for that reſult which 

al 


ly exprefive of 
- for ſome 


been the uni- 


lud ¶ arm object his meaſures. Two months elapſed after his Majeftty 
rom ¶ uad unequivocally ana definitively refuſed to comply with the unrea- 
t of enable and extravagant Preliminary which had been demanded by his 
Lude Enemies. During all that time the Negotiation was continued open, 
een che conferences were regularly held, the demand thus expliculy 
ind rejected by one party, was never once renewed by the other. It was 


not only a ned; it was openly diſclaimed ; aſſurances were given 
indirect contradiction to it. Promiſes were continually repeated, that his 
Majeſty's explicit and detailed propoſals ſhould at length be anſwered by 
that which could alone evince areal diſpoſition to negotiate with ſincerĩty, 
y the delivery of a Counter project, of a nature tending to facilitate the 
conclufion of Peace; and the long delays of the French Government 
In executing theſe promiſes were excuſed and accounted tor by an une · 
juyocal declaration, that France was concerting with her Allies for 


molt Whoſe ſacrifices on their which might afford the means of pro- 
om- Weeeding in the Negotiation. Week after week paſſed over in the re- 
jul Wpetition of theſe folema engagements on the part of his Majeſty's 
a of Enemies. His defire for Peace induced him to wiit for their com- 


pletion, with an anxiety proportioned to the importance of the object; 
nor was it much to expect that his Miniſter ſhould at length be inform- 

what was the extent and nature of the conditions on which his 
nemies were diſpoſed to terminate the War. | 
it was in this ſtage of the buſineſs that, on the 11th of September, 
ae appointment of new Plenipotentiaries was announced on the part 
if France, under a formal promiſe that their arrival quid facilitate 
me expedite the work of Peace. 

To renew, in a thape flill more offenſive than before, the inzdmiſ- 
ple demand ſo long before brought forward, and ſo-long abandoned, 
4% the firſt act of theſe new Metſengers of Peace. And ſuch was now 
* undiſguiled impatience of the King's Enemies to terminate all 
ary, and to exclude all proſre& of accommodation, that even rhe 

B 2 continuance 


1 | 


continuznce of the King's Plenipotentiary at the appointed place of 
— was made un to depend on his immediate compliance 
with a condition which his Court had, two months before, explicit] 

refuſed, and concerning which no farther diſcuſſion had fince occurred, 
His reply was ſuch as the occaſion required: and he immediately re. 
cerved a poſitive and written order to depart from France. | 

The ſubſequent conduct of his Majeſty's Enemies has aggravated 
even this proceeding, and added freth infult- to this unexampled out. 
rage. The inſurmountable obſtacles which they threw in the way of 
Peace were accompanied with an oſtentatious profefion of the molt pa. 
cific diſpoſitions, In cutting off the means of Negotiation, they (ii 
arg to retain the ſtrongeſt defire to negotiate : in ordering the 
King's Miniſter to quit their cquntry, they profeſſed the hope of ni; 
immediate return to it. And in renewing their former inadmiſſible 
and rejected demand, they declared their confident expectation of x 
ſpeedy and favourable anſwer. Yet before any anſwer could arrive, 

y publiſhed a Declaration, announcing to their country the depar. 
ture of the King's Miniſter, and attempting, as in every former in. 
ſtance, to aſcribe to the conduct of Great Enis the diſappointment 
of the general wiſh for Peace, and the renewal of all the calamitic, 
of War. The fare attempt has been prolonged in ſubſequent Com- 
munications, equally inſidious and illuſory, by which they have obri. 
ouſly intended to furnith the colour and empty pretence of a wiſh for 
Peace, while they have ſtill ſtudiouſly and obſtinately perfiſted in eva. 
ding every flep which could lead to the ſucceſs of any Negotiation; 
have continued to iaſiſt on the fame inadmiſſible and extravagant Pre- 
liminary, and have uniformly with-held all explanation, either on the 

rticulars of the Propoſals of Peace, fo long fince delivered by his 
Majeſty's Miniiter, or on any other terms on which they were them- 
ſelves ready to conclude : and this in the vain hope, that it could be 
poſſible by any artifice to diſguiſe the truth of theſe tranſaftions, or 
that any exerciſe of power, however defpotic, could prevent ſuch 
facts from being known, felt, and underſtood, even in France itſelf. 

To France, to Europe, and to the world, it muſt be manifeſt, that 
the French Government (while they perſiſt in thei? preſent ſeatiments) 
leave his Majeſty without any alternative, unlets he were prepared to 
ſurrender and ſacrifice to the undiſguiſed Ambition of his Enemies, the 
Honour of his Crown and the Safety of his Dominions. It muſt be 
manifeſt that, inſtead of ſhewing on their part, any inclination to 
meet his Majeſty's pacific overtures on any moderate terms, they have 
never brought themſclves to ſtate any terms (however exorbitant) on 
which they were ready to conclude Peace. They have aſked as a Pre- 
lim (and in the form the moſt arrogant and offenfive) Conceſſions, 

dich the comparative ſituation of the two Countries would have ren: 
dered extravagant in any ſtage of Negotiation ; which were direct 
contrary to their own repeated profeſſions; and which nevertheleis, 
they peremptorily required to be complied with in the very outſct; 
reſcrving an — power of afterwards accumulating, from time 
to 71 freſh demands, increaſing in proportion to every new Con- 
ceſſion. 

On the other hand, the Terms I by his Majeſty have been 
ſtated in the moſt clear, open, and unequivocal manner. The diicu' 
fion of all the points to which they relate, or of any others, which the 
Enemy might bring forward as the Terms of Peace, bas _— 

; je = 


. 


Majeſty's part, 41 called for, as often promiſed by the French 
- +cx All ar Ba t to this day has never yet been obtained. The 


rupture of the Negotiation is not, therefore, to be aſcribed to any 
pretenſions (however inadmiſſible) urged as the Price of Peace; not to 
any ultimate difference on Terms, however exorbitant; but to the evi- 
dent and fixed determination of the Enemy to prolong the conteit, 
and to purſue, at all hazards, their hoſtile deſigns againit the proſpe- 
rity and ſafery of theſe Kingdoms. 

While this determination continues to prevail, his Majeſty's earneſt 
wiſhes and endeavours to reſtore Peace to his Subjects mult be fruitleſs. 
But his ſentiments remain unaltered. He looks with anxious expecta- 
tion to the moment when the Government of France may ſhew a diſ- 
poſition and ſpirit in any degree correſponding to his own. And he 
renews, even now, and before all Europe, the folemn Declaration, 
that, in ſpite of repeated provocations, and at the very moment when 
his claims have been ſtrengthened and confirmed by that freſh ſucceſs 
which, by the Bleſſing of Providence, has recently attended his arms, 
he is yet ready (if the calamities of War can now be cloſed) to con- 
clude Peace on the ſame modcrate and equitable principles and terms 
which he has before propoſed : the rejection of ſuch terms mult now, 
more than ever, demonſtrate the implacable animoſity, and inſatiable 
ambition of thoſe with whom he has to contend, and to them alone 
„ 7 tuture conſequences of the prolongation of the War be 

rided. 

If ſuch, unhappily, is the ſpirit by which they are ſtill actuated, his 
Majeſty can neither heũtate as to the principles of his own conduct, nor 
doubt the ſentiments and determination of his People. He will not be 
wanting to them, and he is confident they will not be wanting to 
themſelves. He has an anxious, but a ſacted and indiſpenſable duty 
to fulfil : he will diſcharge it with reſolution, conftancy, and firmnels. 
Deeply as he muſt regret the continuance of a War, fo deſtructive in 
its progreſs, and ſo burthenſome even in its ſucceſs, he knows the 
character of the brave People whoſe intereits and bonour are entruſted 
to him. Theſe it is the firſt object of his life to maintain: and he 1s 
convinced, that neither the Reiources nor the Spirit of his Kingdo:ns 
will be found inadequate to this arduous contelt, or unequal to the im- 
portance and value of the objects which are at ſtake. He truſts that 
the favour of Providence, by which they have always hitherto been 
ſupported againſt all their Enemies, will be fill extended to them; 
and that, under this protection, his faithful Subjects, by a reſolute 
and vigorous application to the means which they poiſeſs, will be en- 
abled to vindicate the Independence of their Country, and to reũſt 
with juſt indignation the aſſumed ſuperiority of an Enemy, againſt 
whom they have fought with the courage, and ſucceſs, and glory of 
their Anceſtors; and who aims at nothing leis than to deſtroy at once 
whatever has contributed to the proſperity and greatneſs of the Britiſh 
Empire; all the channels of its induſtry, and all the fources of its 
power; its ſecurity from abroad, its tranquillity at home; and, above 
all, that Conſtitution, on which alone depends the undiſturbed enjoy- 
ment of its Religion, Laws, and Liberties. 


We minter, O8. a5, 1792. 
OFFICIAL 
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| (No. 1.) Official Note.—Lord Grenville to the Miniſter for Foreign 
| Afﬀairs of the French Republic. : 


of the preliminaries of a peace, the definitive conclu- 


fi 
fion of which is to put an end to the continental war, appears to 
afford to the two Governments of Great Britain and France a natural op- 
portunity and new facilities for the renewal of pacific negotiations be- 


tween them. A part of the obſtacles, which might have retarded this 
ſalutary work, no longer exiſting ; and the intereſts to be treated of 
F ae Sores noo > eomgeated 6s they 
were > 

The Court of London, always defirous of employing ſuch means as 
are beſt calculated to contribute to this object, ſo intereſting to the 
happineſs of the two nations, is unwilling to omit renewing to the 
French Government the aſſurance of the continuance of irs diſpoſitions 
on this ſubject. And the underſigned is authoriſed to propoſe to the 
Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to enter without delay, and in ſuch man- 
ner as ſhall be judged the moſt expedient, upon the diſcuſſion of the 
views and pretenſions of each party, for the regulation of the prelimi- 
naries of peace, which may be definitively arranged at the future Con · 


As foon as the form of this negotiation ſhall have been agreed upon, 
the Britiſh Government will be ready to concur in it, by gaking on its 
ere the re · eſta- 

i t of the public tranquillity. 


Weſtminſter, June 1, 1797. (Signed) GRENVILLE. 
(No. 2.) Official Note.— The Minifter for Foreign Affairs to Lord 
; Grenville. 


The underſigned Miniſter for Foreign Affairs of the French Repub- 
lic, loſt no time in laying before he Exncative Directory the note 
which was tranſmitted to him on the iſt of June 14 S.) by Lord 
Grenville, in the name of His Britannic Majeſty. is directed to 
anfwer it. WY 


/ 


RT 


The Executive Directory ſees with fatisfaftion the deſire which the 
Cabinet of St. James's expreſſes to put an end, at length, to the cala- 
mities of war. It will receive with eagerneſs. the overtures and propo- 
ale which hall be made to it by the Court of England. 

The Executive Directory deũtes notwithſtanding, that the negotia- 
tions ſhould be ſet on foot at once for a definitive treaty This pro- 
cecding appears to the Directory preferable to a Congrets, of which 
the reſult mult be remote, and wiich does not correſpond with the 
aident deſire that it has to re-eſtabliſh, as quickly as poſſible,” peace be- 
ta era the two powers. 


(Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 


Paris, 16 Pratirial, 5th year of the French 
Republic, one and indiviſible, June 4, 
1797+ 


(No. 3.) Official Note.—Lord Grenville to the Miniſter for Foreign 
Affairs. 


The Court of London has received with the greateſt ſatisfaction, the 
añurances of the diſpoſitions of the Executive Directory to entertain 
with eagerneſs the pacihc overtures of Great Britain, as well as of 
its defire to re-eſtabliſh, as ſoon as pollible, peace between the two 

ers. / 

Anxious to contribute to it in every thing which can depend upon it- 
ſelf, tie Britiſh Government will not delay to fend to Paris, or to ſuch 
ether plac: upon the C ontinent, as may be agreed upon, a Miniſter, to 
treat and conclude with the Plentpotentizry, who ſhall be appointed by 
the Executive Directory, 

The underſigned is directed to deſire to know the with of the Direc- 
tory, as to the place of the negortation, in order that a ſpeedy determi- 
nation may be taken here upon that ſubject; and to requeſt the Miniſ- 
ter for Foreign Affairs to fend him, without delay, the neceſſary paſs- 
ports, to enable the King's Plenipotentiary to repair immediately to 
his deſtina ion. The queition of figning prelminary or defivirive arti- 
cles, will neceſſarily depend upon the progreſs and tuin of the negoti- 
ations, to which, on the part of Great Britain, will be brought the moſt 
fincere deire for the ſgeedy re- eſtabliſhment of peace. | 


Weſtminſter, June 8, 1797. (Signed) GRENVILLE. 


(No. 4.) Official Note.— The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to Lord 
Grenvilie. 


The Executive DireQory of the French Republic has ſeen with ſatis- 
ſaction, by the Oficial Note of Lord Grenville, dated June 8th (O. S.) 
that the Court of London ſhews itſelf diſpoſed to ſet on foot, without 
delay, the negotiation for which it has lately made an overture. Filled 
with the fame cagerneſs, convinced that the intentions of the Britiſh 
Government are ſuch as it deſcribes them, the Directory has directed 
the underſigned Miniſter for Foreign Affaire, to tranſmit to Lord Gren- 
ville the neceſſary paſſports for a Miniſter furniſhed with full powers far 
the purpoſe of negotiating a defuitive and ſeparate treaty of peace with 
the French Republic, — 


131 


The Executive Directory has gl upon the Communs of Liſle as the 
ace 5 ne reſpective Plenipotentuaries. 
g!ace of mecting for the reſpe — _ 
Paris, 23 Prairia!, 5th year of the French 
Republic, June 11, 1797. 


No. 5. Liberty, Equality. Fraternity, Union. 
Ces. In the name of the French Republic. 
To all officers, civil and military, charged to maintain public order 


in the different departments of France, and to make the French name. 
reſpected abroad. 


Allow to paſs freely ; 
fut nijhed with the full powers of His Britannic Maj eſty for the purpoſe of 15 — 
geiating, concluding, and ſigning a definitive and ſeparate treaty of peace with 
ite French Republic, Native of, &c. &c. ; ey 
gring 40 Liſle, Department of the North, the place appointed for the negotiation, 
without giving or ſuffering any hindrance to be given to him. 

This raſſport ſhall be in force for Decades only. 

Given at Paris, the 23 Prairial, 5th year of the Republic, 
one and indiviſible. 


The Miniſter of Foreign Affairs, (Signed) CH. DELACROLE. 


By the Miniſter, (Signed) T. GUIRAUDET. 
(No. 6.) Official LO to the Miniſter for Foreign 
Airs. - 


The underſigned has received from the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs 
of the French Republic his Ollicial Note, with the paſſport which ac- 
compamed it. 

The Court of London willingly accepts the propoſal of the French 
Government with reſpect to the place of negotiation, and conſents that 
Liſle hall be appointed as the place of meeting for the reſpective Pleni- 
potentiaries: it being always underſtood that the King's Plenipotentiary . 
mall have liberty to diſpatch his couriers directly from Lifle to Dover, 
by way of Calais; and that the Engliſh veſſels, appointed for keeping 
up this communication, {hall be allowed freely to go into, and come our 
— INS: and to pals in perfect ſafety between that city 

Dover. I EN 

With reſpect to the paſſport, the underſigned finds himfelf under the 
neceſſity of remarking that the terms in which this inſtrument is drawn 
up, differ from the uſual form, by the particular deſcription, which is 
inſerted in them, of the nature and extent of the powers, and of the miſ- 
hon of the King's Plenipotentiary. 

This new form appears liable to produce, in many tnſtances, confi- 
derable inconvenience ; and, Si to the terms uſed in this parti- 
cular inſtance, it would have the diſadvantage of not anſwering exactly 
to the powers and the miſſion of the Miniſter in queſtion. 

His full powers, drawn up in the uſual form, will include every caſe ; 
and without preſcribing to him any particular mode of negotiation, will 
give him the moſt unlimited authority to conclude any articles of treaties, 
whether preliminary or definitive, as might beſt conduce to the ſpeedy 
Je-eſtabliſhment of peace, which is the foie object of his miſſion, 

But the Court ot London does not by any means make a point of con- 
Thiding a preliminary treaty, and would prefer only that mode, what. 
ever it may be, which ſhall be found che belt calculated to accelerate the 
quaglulgp of peace. A | 5 
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The King's Plenipotentiary then will be equally ready, and author. 
ized to begin the negotiation without delay, upon either footing ; upon 
the footing of a preliminary treaty—or, ſhould ſuch continue to be the 
with of the DireQory, upon that of a definitive treaty. 

As to what regards the queſtion of a ſeperate treaty—there would be 
no objection to ſetthng, by a treaty of kind, whatever relates to 
the reſpective intereſts of France and of Great Britain, as has been 
uſually the practice ir fimilar caſes: But the King cannot allow any 
doubt to fbf as to his intention of providing for what is due to the 
intereſts of his ally Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty : And in purſuance of 
the ſame principles, his Majefty will not refuſe. to enter into ſuch ex. 
planations with reſpe& to the intereſts of Spain and Holland as may 
appear neceflary for the re- eſtabliſſiment of peace. 

Atſter this frank and preciſe explanation, the Britiſh Government iz 
perſuaded that the Directory will not delay to tranſmit to them a paiz- 
port for the Britiſh Plenipotentiary and his ſuite, in the uſual Ga 
and ſuch as was ſent in the month of October laſt for the miſſion with 
which Lord Malmeſbury was then charged. 

In this expectation, and for the ſake of avoiding all delay, his Ma- 
jeſty has already made choice of the ſame Miniſter to repreſent him on 
this important occaſion : And the und ed is d to inquire on 


what day the French Plenipotentiary will be at Liſle, in order that 
Lord Malme may arrive there at the ſame time. 
Weſtminſter, June 17, 1797. (Signed) GREN VILLE, 


(No. 7.) Official Note. —The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to Lord 
| | Grenville. 

The underfigned Minister for Foreign Affairs has laid before the Di- 
rectory, immediately upon its receipt, the official note addreſſed to 
him by Lord Grenville, dated June 17, 1797 (O.S.) He loſes nþ 
time in replying to it, according to the orders which he has received. 

The Directory, partaking moſt ſincerely in the pacific ſentuments 
Which His Britannic Majesty announces, and wiſhing to bring the ne- 
otiations as quickly as poſſible to an happy iſſue, perſiſts in requiring 

t the reſpective Plenipotentiaries begin immediately upon their 
meeting to treat of a definitive treaty. The Directory accepts, with 
ſatisfaction, the conſent of His Britannick Majeſty upon this ſubject, 
expreſfed in the note of Lord Grenville. | 

The Directory conſents that His Britannic Majeſty shall make, by his 
Plenipotentiary, ſuch propoſals or ſtipulations as he ſhall think proper 
for Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty, as in return the Plenipetentiaries of the 
Repablic will do for their allies His Catholic Majeity and the Batavian 
Republic. | | 

; Tue Directory conſents that the negotiation ſhall be opened with 
Lord Malmeſbury. Another choice would, howeyer, have appeared 
to the Directory to augur more favourably for the ſpeedy concluſion of 


þ requires that.it ſhall be eſtabliſhed as a principle, that 


The Directory 

esch Engliſh packet boat, which ſhall have brought over either the 

Plenipotentiary or a Caurier, ſhall return without delay, and ſhall 

not be allowed to make any ſtay. The Directory will give orders 

that a French packet boat ſhall be furniſhed, without dehiy to each 

of the Couriers whom the Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty 
2 £3, at 


ſhall diſpatch. The Directory the ſame time, that the 
; ' Couriers 


Ll 
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Couriers ſhould not be ſent too frequently ; the frequent ſending of 
them having been one of the principal cauſes of the rupture of the 
former negotiation. 8 

After the above explanation, it becomes unneceſſary to tranſmit 
Lord Grenville a new paſſport; the reſtrictions which he apprehend 
were to be found in that which has been addreſſed to him being entirely 
done away. 

The French Plenipotentiaries will have arrived at Liſle by the time 
at which Lord Malmeſbufy can himſelf be there. 

(Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 
Paris, 2 Meſſidor. (June 20, 1797.) 


(No. 8.) Official Note.—Lord Grenville to the Minifter for Foreign 

The underfigned has laid- before the King the official note of 
the French Government, which he received 23d of the preſent 
month. | « 

As to the two firft articles of this note, both parties are agreed. 
On this point, therefore, is nothing to be added to the explana- 
tions already given: in conſequence of which explanations Lord 
Malmeſbury will, without delay, proceed to Liſle to enter into a ne» 
gotiation with the French Plenipotentiaries for the completion of a de- 
initive treaty. The remark of the Directory upon the choice which 
His Majeſty has thought fit to make of his Plenipotentiary, being 
certainly of a nature not to require any anſwer. 

The British Government agrees to the arrangement propoſed for the 
packet boats; provided-that a French packet boat ſhall be turmiſhed re- 
gularly, and without the leaſt delay, for each Courier which the Britiſh 
Plenipotentiary ſhall find it neceſſary to diſpatch : the exerciſe of his in- 
conteſtable right in this reſpect being to be governed by bis own diicre- 
tion only, with a view to bringing the negotiation with which he is 
charged to a ſpeedy and ſuccefotal end, 

With regard to the rupture of the laſt negotiation, the circumſt.»aces 
and the motives of it are known to all Europe; and it is not at the 
moment of entering into a new pacific diſcuſſion that the Britiſh Go- 
8 conceives it can be of any uſe to recall them to recol- 

ction. i 

Lord Malmeſbury will ſet out from London on the zoth of this month 
to proceed to Calais; from whence he will arrange his departure ac- 
cording to the notification he may receive of the day on which the 
French Ministry may reach Liſle, | | 

Weſtminiter, June 26, 1797. (Signed) GRENVILLE. 


(No. g.) Official Note, —The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to Lord 
_ Grenville. 

The underſigned Miniſter for Foreign Affairs loſt no time in laying 
before the- Executive Directory the official note addreſſed to him by 
Lord Grenville, dated the 21ſt of June, (O. S.) $th of the preſent 
month Meſſidor. 

In anfwer to this note, he has the honoar to declare to Lord Gren- 
ville, that the Plenipotentiaries charged by the Directory with the ne- 
pn. are already aſſembled in Liſle, and that the conferences may 

ſer on foot as foon as the Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty 
ſhall have arrived there. 9 has been made that there ſhall 
| ' « never 
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never be 2 want of packet boats for the couriers which he ſhall think 
proper to fend to London. 

he underfgned at the ſame time apprizes Lord Grenville, that a 
cop of this note will be delivered to Lord Malmeſbury on his arrival 
at Calais, in order that there may be nothing to hinder his immediate 


departure for Liſle. 
(Signed) CH. DELACROIX, 
Paris, 11 Meffidor, gth year. (June 29, 1797.) 


(No. 10.) Extract of a diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 
ville, dated Liſle, July 6th, Thurſday, 8 P. M. 1797. 


MY LORD, 
, Having had this morning wy firk conference with the French Pleni- 


teutiaries, and having mutually exchanged our full powers, I think 
* duty to diſpatch a meſſenger, in order that His Majeſty may 
| Have the earlieſt information of this circumſtance. My diſpatch, how. 


ever, muſt be confined to this alone, as nothing whatever has yet paſ- 


led relative to the negotiation itſelf, 


(No. 11.) Equality. Liberty. 

Extract from the Regiſters of the Deliberations of the Executive 

| Directory. 
Paris, the zoth Prairial, 5th year of the French Republic, one 
and indivifible. 

The Executive Directory, after having heard the report of the Mi- 
niſter for Foreign Affairs, decrees as follows : 

The Citizens Letourneur, heretofore Miniſter of the Executive Di- 
rectory, Pl ville le Pelley, and Maret, are authoriſed to negotiate 
with the Miniter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty, the treaty 
of peace to be concluded between the French Republic and Great Bri- 
tain. The Directory gives them the neceftary full powers for agreeing 
upon and fiigniag he articles of the treaty to be made. They shall 
conform themselves to the_inſtruftions which have been, or be 
given to them by the Executive Directory, to whom they ſhall reader 
an account of the progreſs and the iſſue of the negotiations. 

They are equally authoriſed, and under the fame conditions, to 
ſtipulate for the allies of the Republic, his Catholic Majeſty, and the 
Batavian Republic. | 

The Citizen Colchen, appoi Secretary General to the French 
legation, is authoriſed to aſſiſt at the conferences, to afford the infor- 

mation which ſhall be required of him, and to take a note of what ſhall 
be agreed upon and ſettled. | 

The preſent decree ſhall not be printed for the present. 


(A true copy.) The Preſident of the Executive Directory. 


the the Secretary 8 « 
By Executive Directory, I. 
LAGARDE. 


(No. 12.) Extract of a diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 
| ville, dated Liſle, July 11, 1797. 


I had the honour in my laſt, by Brooks, of the 6th inſt, to inform 


your Lordſkip of my 2 here, of che manner in which I had been 
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received, and of my having, in the uſual form, exchanged my full 


wers with the French Plenipotentiaries. 

On Friday the 7th, at noon, we held our ſecond conference. 

opened this ſecond conference with the French Plenipotentiaries, 
by ſaying, that 1 myſelf had no obſervations to make on their full 
powers, which appeared to be conformable to thoſe uſually given by 
the Directory to their Plenipoteniiaries, and of courſe must be con- 
fidered as ſufficient for the purpoſes exprefſed in them; that I, how- 
ever, had tranſmitted them by a meſſenger to my Court, and reſerved 
to myſelf the right of communicating any objefiions or rearks which 
I might receive by the return of my meflenger, relative to them. 

M. le Tourneur, to whom, as Preſident of the Commiſſion, I addreſ- 
ſed myſelf, replied, tnat they had taken preciſ:ly the ſame ſteps as my- 
ſelf; that they conſidered the full powers I had given in, as in due 
form, and ſafhcient ; but that they alſo reſerved to themſelves the ſame 
right, in regard to inſtructions they might receive from the Directory 
on this ſubjeR, as I had claimed in regard to my Court. 

To this, of courſe, I ailented. 

On Saturday the 8th inftant I gave in the projet preciſely as I had re- 
ceived it from your Lordſhip; a copy of which (A), as it is tranſlated 
into French, | think it my 4 to encloſe | 

Oue of the French Plenipatentiaries propoſed that ſome time ſhould be 
ue them to take the propoſals I had made into confideration, and 

goed of me merely for the fake of accuracy, and to help their me- 
mory, that L would be good enough either to let M. Colehen put down 
on paper, or myſelf iend them a note containing the words with which 
I wuhed the articles left in blank to be filled up. I readily acquieſced 
in the latter mode, and immediately on my return ſent them the in- 
cloſed note (B). J 

On Sunday evening I receiveſt the encloſed note (C) from the French 
Plenipotentiaries, and in conſequence of it went to the propoſed con- 
ference yeſterday. 

One of the French Plenipotentiaries informed me on the ſubject of the 
projet I had given them, and the note wita which I had accompanied 
it, that as theſe papers contain many points on which their inſtructions 
did not enable them to anſwer, they had, after having given them a 
very ſerious attention, ſent them, with fuch obſervations as 
thought it their duty to make on them, to the Directory; and that the 
moment they received an anſwer they would communicate it to me. 
But that; in the meanwhile, not to delay the progreſs of the negotia- 
tion, they wiſhed that ſeveral points which he rermed inſulated, but 
which, though not reterred to in our projet, were; he ſaid, inf y 
connected with the general ſubject of peace, might be diſcuſſed and 
got rid of now if 1 had no objection, and that it was with this view 
they had requeſted me to meet them. —On my not expreſſing any diſ- 
approbation to this mode of proceeding, ene of the French Ae 
artes began, by ſaying, that in the preamble of the treaty the title of 
King of France was uſed ; that this title, they contended, could no 
longer be inſiſted on the abolition of it was in a manner effeatial to 
the full acknowledgement of the French Republic, and that as it was 
merely titular as far as related to his Majeſty, but quite otherwiſe in the 


| ſenſe in which it applied to chem, he hoped it would not be conſidered 


as an important Gong 


| — T inform 
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"I informed them, that on all former occaſions a ſeparate article had 
been agreed to, which appeared to me to anſwer every purpoſe 
they required, and which it was my intention, as the treaty advanced, 
to have propofed, as proper to make part of this. The article (the 
rst of the ſeparate ones in the treaty of 1783) was then read; but 
whey objected to it, as not fully meeting their views. It was to the 
title itfelf, as well as to any right which might be ſuppoſed to ariſe 
from it. that they objected. I could ſcarce allow myſelf to treat this 
mode of reaſoning ſeriouſly. I endeavoured to make them feel that it 
was caviling for a mere word; that it was creating difficultses where 
none existed; and that if all the French — þ in the courſe of 
three centuries had allowed this to ſtand in the preamble of all treaties 
and trania@tons between the two countries, I could not conceive, after 
its having been uſed for fo long a period without any claim or preten- 
fon being ſet forth in conſequence of it, how it could now affect either 
the dignity, fecurity, or importance of the Republic—that in fact ſuch 
titles have ever been confidered as indefeaſable, and as memorials and 
records of former greatneſs, and not as pretenſions to preſent power; 
and I quoted the titles of the Kings of Sardinia and Naples, &c. as 
examples exactly in point. I argued however in vain. They treated 
it very gravely, and made fo itrong a ftand upon it, that I could 
not avoid taking it for reference, which I thought it better to do, 
S the converſation 
"ill 

The fecond inſulated point was a very material one indeed, and 
which, aithough it has been adverted to as a propofal that might poſſibly 
be brought forward, I confeſs came upon me unexpectedly.— It was, to 
ak either a reftitution of the ſhips taken and deſtroyed at Toulon, or an 
equivalent for them. They grounded this claim on the preliminary de- 
t aration made by Lord Hood on his taking poſſeſſion of Toulon; and 
cn the eighth article of the declaration of the Committee of the Sections 
to him. They ſaid, peace they hoped was about to be re- eſtabliſhed; 
that his Majeſty, in acknowledging the Republic, admitted that a ſo- 
yereignty exited inthe French Government; and of courſe that the ſhips, 
heid only as a depofit by England till this legal authority was admit- 
ted. ought now to be rettored. I replied, that this claim was fo per- 
fly unlocked for, that it was impoſſible for me to have been provided 


where this equivalent was to be found, or how it could be appreciated ; 
and that confidering the great advantages France had already obtained 
by the war, and thoſe ſhe was likely to obtain from the act of condes- 
cenfion I had already intimated his Majeſty was diſpoſed to make in 
order to reſtore peace, I was much ſurpriſed and deeply concerned at 
what I heard: I truſted, therefore, that this very inadmiſſible propoſal 
would be withdrawn. They ſaid it was not in their power; one of them, 
from a written paper before him, which he ſaid were his j 
cad 0 me words to the efigtt I have already ſtated, N 
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Their third queſtion was as to any mortgage we might have upon 
the Low Countries, in conſequence of money lent to the Emperor by 
Great Britain. They wiſhed to know if any ſuch exitted, fince, as they 
had taken the Low Countries charged with all their incumbrances, they 
were to declare that they ſhould not confider themſelves bound to an- 


ſwer any mortgage given for money lent to the Emperor, for the pur- 


. poſe © _—_ war againſt them. 


I told them „ without replying to this queſtion, ſuppoſing the 
caſe to exiſt, the exception they required ſhould have been ſtated in 
their treaty with the Emperor, and could not at all be mixed up with 
ours; that if they had taken the Low Countries as they ſtood - charged 
with all their incumbrances, there could be no doubt what theſe words 
meant; and that if no exception was ſtated in the firſt inſtance, none 
could be made with a retroactive effect. | 

The French Plenipotentiaries, however, were as tenacious on this 


point as on the other two; and as I found to every argument I uſed 


that they conſtantly oppoſed their inſtructions, I had nothing to do, 
but to deſire that they would give me a written paper ſtating their 
three claims, in order that I might immediately tranſmit it to your 
Lordſhip, and on this being promiſed, our conference broke up. | 

Between four and five P. M. yeſterday I received the encloſed note 
(D), and I have loſt no time fince it is in my poſſeſſion in preparing to 
{end away a meſſenger ; as independent of the difagreeable ſubje&s 


brought forward in this laſt conference, and which it is material ſhould | 


be communicated without delay, I am anxious his Majaſty ſhould be 
informed of what has paſſed in general up to this day, as it may per- 
haps furniſh ſome ideas as to the poſſible event of the negotiation. 


(No. 13. A.) Projet of a Treaty of Peace. 

Be it known to all thoſe whom it ſhall or may in any manner concern, 
The moſt Serene and moſt Potent Prince George the Third, by the 
Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Duke ci 
Brunſwick and Lunenburgh, Arch Treaſury and Elector of the Holy 


Roman Empire, and the Executive Directory of the French Republic, - 


being ly d-firous to put an end to the- war, which has for ſome 


* time ſubſiſted between the dominions' of the two parties, have 


named and conſtituted for their Plenipotentiaries, charged with the 
concluding and ing of the definitive treaty of z *viz: the 
King of Great Britain, the Lord Baron of Malmeſbury, a Peer of the 
kingdom of Great Britain, Knight of the Moſt Honourable Order of 
the Bath, Privy Cpuncillor to His Britannic Majeſty, and the Execu- 
tive Directory of the French Republic, rl 
who, after having exchanged their 
teſpective full powers, have agreed upon the following articles: 

As ſoon as this treaty ſhall be figned and ratified, there ſha!l be 
an univerſal and perpetual peace as well by fea as by land, and a fin- 
cere and conſtant friendſhip between the two contracting parties. 
and their dominions, and territories, and people, without exception 
of either places or perſons; ſo that the high contracting parties ſhall 
give the greateſt attention to the maintaining between themtetves and 
their faid dominions, territories, and people, this reciprocal friend- 
hip and intercourſe, without permitting hereafter, on either part, 
any kind of hoſtilities to be committed either by fea or by land, for 
any cauſe, or under any pretence whatioever, There bea _ 
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nal oblivion and amnefty of every thing which may have been done or 
committed by either party towards the other before or fince the com- 
mencement of the war; and they ſhall carefully avoid for the future 
every thing which might prejudic: the union happily re-eſtabliſhed. 
Immediately after the exchange of the ratification of this treaty, 
orders ſhall be ſent to the armies and ſquadrons of both parties to ſtop 
all hoftilities; and for the execution of this article, ſea paſſes ſhall be 
given on each fide to the ſhips diſpatched to carry the news of peace 
to the poſſeſſions of the two parties. 2 
II. The treaties of peace of Nimeguen of 1678 and 1679, of 
Ryſwick of 1697, and of Utrecht of 1713; that of Baden of 1714; 
that of the triple alliance of the Hague of 1717; that of the quadruple 
alliance of London of 1718; the treaty of peace of Vienna of 1736; 
the definitive treaty of Ax la Chapelle of 1748; the definitive treaty 
of Paris of 1763; and that of Verſailles of 1783, ſerve as a baſis and 
foundation to the peace, and to che preſent treaty. And for this pur- 
Poſe they are all renewed and confirmed in the beſt form, ſo that they 
are to be exactly obſerved for the future in their full tenour, and re- 
ligiouſly executed by both parties in all the points which ſhall not be 
derogated from by the t treaty of peace. 
III. All the priſoners taken on either fide, as well by land as by ſea, 
and the carried away or given during the war, ſhall be re- 
ſtored, without ranſom, in fix weeks at lateſt, to be computed from the 
day of the exchange of the ratifications of the preſent treaty. Each 
party reipectively diſcharging the advances which ſhall have been 
made for the ſubſiſtence and maintenance of their priſoners in the 
country where they ſhall have been detained, according to the re- 
ceipts, atteſted accounts, and other authentic vouchers, which ſhall be 
furniſhed on each fide; and fecurity ſhall be reciprocally given for the 
yment of the debis which the priſoners may have contracted in 
the countries where they may have been detained, until their entire 
releaſe. 
IV. Wich reſpect to the rights of fiſhery on the coaſts of the iſland 
of Newfoundland, and of the iſlands adjacent, and in the Gulf of Saint 
Lawrence, the two parties ſhall return to the ſame fituation in which 
they flood reſpectively, according to the treaties and engagements 
: ing at the period of the commencement of the war. And with 
this view, His Majefty conſents to reſtore to France, in full right, the 
lands of Saint Pierre and Miquelon. | | 
V. The fame principle of the ſtate of poſſeſſion before the war, is 
adopted by mutual conſent, with reſpect to all other poſſeſſions and 
rights on boch fides, in every part of the world, fave only the excep- 
tions which are ſtipulated by the fubſequent articles of this treaty : and 
5 1 or territories which have or may have 


2 of reſtitution provided by the — treaty, 
_ the fortreſſes ſhall be reſtored in the ſame condition in which they now 

are, and no injury ſhall be done tu an works that have been conſtructed 
We the conquelt of them. acl 


ww 4 JAG . wr +4 = © XA© ©& i= @ nw 


ws v4 Us as - 


r £A uo ..o} wm. aM am. at... on ode. 


e 


oO & ©@ =& FL = 


S ESR Re 


I 3 


(x7 ) 

VIII. It is alſo a „ that in every caſe of reſtitution or ceſſion 
pr by any of the articles of this treaty, the term of three years 
the date of the notification of the treaty, in the reſpective ter- 
ritory or place reſtored or ceded, ſhall be allowed to perſons of hat- 
ever deſcription, reſiding or being in the ſaid territory or place, 
poſſeſſed of property therein under any title exifting before the war, 
or which has ſince devolved to them by the laws then exiſting ; during 
which term of three years they ſhall remain and refide unmoleſted in 
the exerciſe of their religion, and, in the enjoyment of their poſſeſſions 
and effects, u the conditions and titles under which they ſo ac- 
quired the — without being liable in any manner, or under any 
pretence, to be proſecuted or ſued for their paſt conduct, except as to 
the diſcharge of juſt debts to individuals; and that all thoſe who, 
within the tune of months after the notification of this treaty, 
ſhall declare to the government, then eſtabliſhed, their intention to 


withdraw themſelves, or their effects, and to remove to ſome other 


place, ſhall have and obtain within one month after ſuch declaration 
full liberty to depart and to remove their effects, or to fell and diſ- 
poſe of the ſame, whether moveable or immoveable, at any time 
within the faid period of three years, without any reſtrint or hindrance, 
except on account of debts at any time contracted, or of any cri- 
minal proſecution for acts done ſubſequent to the notification of this 
treaty. | 

IX. As it is neceſſary to appoint a certain period for the reſtitutions 
herein-before ſtipulated, it is agreed, that the fame ſhall take place in 
Europe within (one month), in Africa and America within (three 
months), and in Aſia within (fix months), after the ratification of the 
preſent treaty. 

X. For preventing the revival of the law ſuits which have been 
ended in the territories to be reſtored by virtue of this treaty, it is 
agreed, that the judgements in private cauſes pronounced in the laft 
reſort, and which have acquired the force of matters determined, 
ſhall be confirmed and executed according to their form and tenour, 

XI. The deciſion of the prizes and ſeizures of ſhips and their car- 
goes taken at ſea or ſeized in the ports of either country, prior to the 

ſtilities, ſhall be referred to the reſpective courts of jullice; fo that 
the legality of the ſaid prizes and ſeizures ſhall be decided according to 
the law of nations, and to treaties, in the courts of juſtice of the nation 


which ſhall have made the capture, or ordered the ſeizures. And in 


order to prevent all cauſes of complaint and difpute which may ariſe 
on account of prizes which may be made at ſea after the figning of 
this treaty, it is reciprocally agreed that the veſſels and effects which 
may be taken in the Britiſh Channel and in the North Seas, after the 
ſpace of twelve days, to be computed from the exchange of the ratifi- 
cations of this treaty, ſhall be reſtored on each fide: — That the term 
ſhall be one month from th: Britiſh Channel and the North Seas, as 
far as the Canary Iſlands, incluſively, whether in the ocean, or in the 
Mediterranean :— Two months from the ſaid Canary Iſlands as far as 
the equinoctial line or equator :— Three months from the equator to any 
part to the weſtward of the Cape of Good Hope, and the caltward of 
Cape Horn :—And laſtly, five months in all other parts of the world, 
without any exception, or any more particular deſcription c. time or 


D XII. 


( 18 ) 

VII. The allies of the two parties, that is to fay, Her Moft Faith. 
fal Majeſty as ally of His Britannic Majeſty, and His Catholic Ma- 
jeſty and the Bataviin Republic as allies of the French Republic, ſhall 
be invited by the two contracting parties to accede to this peace on 
the terms and conditions ſpecified in the three following articles; the 
execution of which the ſaid two contracting parties 328 
guarantee to each other, hęing thereto reſpectively authorized by their 
above-mentioned allies:— And the two contracting parties farther 
agree, that if their allies reſpectively ſhall not have ſo acceded within 

ſpace of two months after the exchange of the ratifications of this 
treaty, the party ſo refuſing to accede, ſhall not receive from its ally 
any aid or ſuccour of any nature during the farther continuance of the 
war. 
XIII. His Britannic Majeſty engages to conclude a definitive peace 
with His Catholic Majeſty on the footing of the ſtate of poſſeſſion be - 
fore the war, with the exception of 
which ſhall remain in full ſovereignty to His Britannic Majeſty. 

XIV. His Britannic Majeſty in like manner engages to conclude a. 
definitive peace with the Batavian Republic on the ſame footing of the 
Rate of poſſeſſion before the war, with the exception of 
which ſhall remain to His Britannic Majefty in full ſovereignty, and 
of which ſhall be ceded to His Majeſty in exchange 
or -.- 

In confideration of theſe reſtitutions, to be hereby made by his Bri- 
tannic Majeſty, all property belonging to the Prince of Orange, in 
the month of December 1794, and which has been ſeized and confiſ- 
cated fince that period, ſhall be reftored to him, or a full equivalent 
for money-given him for the ſame. And the French Republic farther 
engages to procure for him, at the general peace, an adequate com- 
peniation for the loſs of his offices and dignities in the United Pro- 
virces; and the perſons who have been impriſoned or banuhed, or 
whole property has been ſequeſtered or confiſcated in the ſaid Republic, 
an account of their attachment to the intereſts of the Houſe of Orange, 
or to the former Government of the United Provinces, ſhall be re- 
leaſed, and ſhall be at liberty to return to their country, and to reſide 
therein, and to enjoy their property there, conforming themſelves to 
the laws and conſtitution there eitabliſhed. 

XV. The French Republic engages to conclude a definitive 
with Her Moſt Faithful Majeſty on the ſame footing of the flare of 
poſſeſũon before the war, and without any farther demand or burthen- 
tome condition being made on either fide. 

XVI. All the ſtipulations contained in this treaty, reſpecting the 
time and manner of making the reflitutions therein mentioned, and all 
the privileges thereby referred to the inhabitants or proprietors in the 
illand or territorics reſerved or ceded, ſhall apply in hike manner to 
the reftitutions to be made by virtue of any of the three laſt articles, 
viz. the XII Ich, the XIVth, and the XVth, except in thoſe inſtances 
where the fame may be derogated from by the mutual conſent of the. 
parties concerned. 

XVII. All former treaties of peace between the reſpeRtive parties, 
to whom the ſaid three articles relate, and which ſubfilted and were in 
force at the commencement of hoſtilities between them r 
ſhall be rcnewed, except in ſuch inſtances only where the ſame may 

: derogated · 
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derogated from by mutual conſent; and the articles of this treaty for 
the reſtoration of priſoners, the ceſſation of hoſtilities, and the deci- 
fion relative to prizes and ſeizures, ſhall equally apply to the * 
tive parties to whom the faid three articles relate, and ſhall be held 
to be in full force between them, as ſoon as they ſhall reſp<Qtively and 
in due form have acceded to this treaty. 

XVIII. All ſequeſtrations impoſed by any of the parties named in 
this treaty, on the rights, properties, or debts of individuals belong- 
ing to any other of the ſaid parties, ſhall be taken off, and the pro- 

of whatever kind ſhall reſtored in the fullett manner to the 
Efal owner; or juſt compenſation be made for it; and all complaints 
of injury done to private property; contrary to the uſual practice and 
rules of war, and all claims of private rights or property which be- 
longed to individuals at the periods of the commencemen: of hoſtili- 
ties reſpectively, between the ſaid parties, viz. Great Britain and 
Portugal on the one fide, and France, Spain, and Holland on the 
other; and which ought, according to the uſual practice and laws of 
nations, to revive at the period of peace, ſhall be received, heard, 
and decided in the reſpective courts of juſtice of the different parties; 
and fall juftice therein ſhall be done by each of the faid partics to the 
ſubjects and people of the other, in the fame manner as to their own 
ſubjects or people. 

And if any complaint ſhould ariſe reſpecting the execution of this 
article, which complaints thall not be ſettled by mutual agreement be- 
tween the reſpective Governments within twelve months after the 
ſame ſhall have been preferred to them, the fame ſhall be determined 
by ſworn Commiſſioners to be appuinted on each fide, with power to 
call in an arbitrator of any indifferent nation; and the deciſion of the 
ſaid Commiſſioners ſhall be binding, and without appeal. 

XIX. His Britannie Majeſty and the French Kepublic promiſe to ob- 
ſerve fincerely, and bona fide, all the articles contained and ciiabliſhed 
in the preſent treaty ; and they will not ſuffer the ſame to be infringed, 
directly or indirectly, by their reſpective ſubjects; and the ſaid con- 
tracting parties guarantee to each other, generally and reciprocally, all 
the ſtipulations of the preſent treaty. 

XX. The folemn ratifications of the preſent treaty, prepared in good 
and due form, ſhall be exchanged in between the con- 
tracting parties, in the ſpace of a month, or ſooner if poſſible, to be 
computed from the day of the ſignature of the preſent treaty. 

In witneſs whereof, &c. 1 5 


(No. 14, B.) Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries. 


The Minifter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty has the honour 
of preſenting to the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, 
in conſequence of the wiſh expreſſed by them in the conference of ihis 
morning, the following note, which he requeſts them at the ſame time 
to confider, not ſo much in the light of an official paper as of a verbal 
and confidential communication, and as a proof of his readineſs to fa- 
curate the progreſs of the negotiation, by giving them on tae very 
outlet, all the explanations in his power on the projet of the treaty 

Which he has delivered to them. | 
If, as the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have aſſu- 
red bim, „ into 
| 2 any 


( 20 ) | 


any diſcuſſion relative to the ceſſion of thoſe poſſeſſions which belon 

to France before the war, it is uſcleſs to dwe'l on the VIch article; 
knce the compenſatious which his Britannic Majeſty might have de- 
manded by that article, in return for the reſtiiutions which he is diſpo- 
ied to make for the re-eſtabliſhment of peace, mull, in conſequence of 
this declaration, be ſought for in the c to be made by His Catholic 
Majzity, and the Batavian Republic. | 

Lord Malmeſbury therefore propoſes to inſert in the thirteenth article, 
after the words fatat axe bella, the following words: With the ex- 
** ception of the iiland of Trinidad, which thall remain in full poſſei- 
fon of His Britannic Majeſty,” 

Lord Malmeſbury imagines that it is unneceſſary for him to repeat 
the reaſons which induce him to infit upon the retaining of this con- 
gueit, unleſs compenſation ſhould be made for it by ſame other ceſſion 
ch hall balance the augmentation of power accruing to France from 
tac acquifition of the 3 part of St. Domingo. 

With regard so the fourteenth article, Lord Malmeſbury propoſes, 
that after tac words ats ante bellum, ſhould be added, © Winn the exce p- 
tion of the town, fort, and eftabliſhment of the Cape of Good Hope, 
«« ard of the poileffions which belonged to the Dutch before the war in 
* the illand of Ceylon, and of the town and fort of Cochin, which 
„ {ill be ceded to His Britannic Majeſty in exchange for the town of 
% Negapatnam and its dependencies.“ 

Lord Malmeſbury repeats to the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic the aſſurance of his readineſs to concur with them, in every 
thing whica ſhall depend on him, to bring the negotiation to a happy 
uc; and requeſts cf them, at the ſame time, to accept the 
of nis high conũderation. 


Lie, july 8, 1797. (Signed) MALMESBURY. 
(No. 15, C.) Note. From the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord 
Malmeſbury. 


The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have received 
the note which the Minſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty 
did them the honour of addreſſing to them yeſterday. They will give 
to it, as well as to the project of a treaty to which it relates, the moſt 
ſerious atenticn. In the mean time, though they are not yet enabled 
to communicate to Lord Malmeſbury the remarks to which theſe two 
papers appear to them liable, they think it their duty to propoſe to him 
2 cor ſerence to-morrow, at one o'clock, if that. hour is agreeable to 
bim, in order to treat with him on diſtin points, the diſcuſſion of 
which may be entered upon ſeparately, and which may be proceeded in 
without delay. | 


They requeſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurances of their high 


(Signed) LE TOURNEUR, 


Liſle, 21 Meſidor, PLEVILLE LE PELLEY, 
5th Year of the Republic, HUGUES B. MARET, | 
July gth, 1797. COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Leg, 


(No. 16, D.) Note. From the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord 
Malmeſbury, dated Liſle. f 

The Mirifers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic loſe no timg 

in £210p.710g with tne with exprefied to them by the Miniſter Plenipo- 

tentlary 
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tentiury of His Britannic Majeſty, by tranſmitting to him a note on the 
three points which were the ſubject of their conference of this day. 

1. They have poſitive orders to require the renunciation of the title 
of King of France borne by His Britannic Majeſty. ' 

Lord Malmeſbury is requeited to obſerve that the queſtion is not only 
of a renunciation of the rights which might be pretended to be derived 
from this title, but further and formally of the title itſelf. The eſta- 
bliſh ment of the rrench Republic, and the acknowledgment of this 
form of Government by the King of England, will nor allow of his re- 
raining a title which would imply the exittence in France of an order of 
things whici is at an end. 

2. lhe Miniiters Plenipotentiary of the Republic are ordered to de- 
mand the reſtitution of the veſſels taken or deſtroyed at Toulon. 

Great Britain has publicly and formally declared that theſe veſſe!s 
were taken in truit for the King of France.—This truſt is facted, It 
inconteſtably belungs to the Republic, which exerciſes the rights and 
the ſovereigaty that Great Britain attributed to Louis XVII. at the pe- 
riod of the capture of Toulon. His Britannic Majeſty cannot, there- 
fore, in acknowledging the French Republic deny its right to the reſ- 
titution required, or refuſe either to make the reititutioa, or to offer 
an equivalent for ic. 

3. The Miniſters Plenipotentiary have orders to demand, and do 
demand, the renunciation, on the part of His Britannic Majefty, of 
the mortgage on Belgium. 

That ccuntry was mortgaged for the loans made by the Emperor in 
England. It has become an integral part of the French Republic, and 
cannot remain burthened with ſuch a mortgage. | 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic requeſt Lord 
Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurance of their high conſideration. 


(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 
Lille, le 22 Meſſidor, PLEVILLE LE PELLY. 


5th Year of the Republique, HUGUES B. MARET. 
July 10, 1797. COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of Legat. 


(No. 17.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Mal- 
meſbury, dated Downing- ſtreet, July 13, 1797. 


With reſpe& to the demands contained in the note tranſmitted to 
your Lordſhip by the French Miniſters, they have been naturally re- 
ceived here with great ſurpriſe. On the ſubject of the Netheriands as 
connected with the Auſtrian loans, it is conceived that any explanation 
between his Majeſty and the French government is wholly uanccefiary. 
The loans raiſed in England for the ſervice of the Emperor of Germa- 
ny, and guaranteed by act of Parliament here, reſt, as your Lordſhip 
will perceive by the annexed copy of the Convention on that ſubjecc, 
upon the ſecurity of all the revenues of all the nercdltary dominions 
of His Imperial Majeſty. They do not ſeem in auy manner to come 
under the deſcripiion contained in the fixth article ot the preliminats ies 
between Auſtria and France, reſpecting mortgages upon the ſoil of the 
Netherlands, on which ground alone France could have any pretence to 
interfere in the buſineſs. 

Nor is this ſubject one wh ch appears to be in any manner a fit point 
of diſcuſſion between His M.jcits and che Republic; the King neither 
forms nor has any intention of {orm.ng any demand on the French Go- 
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vernment for the payment of any part either of the intereſt or capital 
of thoſe loans. It 15 to the Emperor alone that His Majeſty looks for 
the performance of His Imperial Majeſty's engagements to him, and it 
is upon the Auſtrian Government, and upon its revenues, that indivi. 

concerned in thoſe loans have claims of private right, and means 
of 4 demand ſecured to them by the Convention. 

the other two points I have nothing to add to the obſervations 
which your Lordſhip has already made upon them; and we can there. 
fore orly wait with impatience for the anſwer to the projet delivered 
by your lordſhip, which will enable us to form a judgment on the in- 
tentions of the Government with whom we are treating. 


Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. 


(No. 18.) Extrat of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 
Grenville, dated Liſle, 16th July, 1797. 


It was at the expreſs invitation of the French Plenipotentiaries that 
I met them on Thurſday the 13th inſtant ; one of them ſtated their mo- 
tive for wiſhing to conter with me, not to be in conſequence of any 
anſwer they had received from Paris on the fubje of the projet, which 
he obſerved could not be expected fo ſoon, but to reſume the diſcuſ- 
ſion on the article which he had objected to on my firft reading the 
projet, and on which they conceived it was poſſible and even expedient 
to argue before we entered on the more important branches of the ne- 
goriauon. It was Article II. that he referred to. He objected to the ¶ i: wa 
renewal of the treaties therein mentioned from various reaſons ; firit, ¶ ſoon 
That many and even moſt of them were irrelevant to that we were now i treat 
negociating ; ſecondly, That they were in contradiction to the new BW ſerve 
order of things eſtabliſhed in France, as they ſeem to imply an ac- Wand | 
knowlegment that a portion of the regal authority is ſtill exifting ; WM whic 
thirdly, That they might be ſuppoſed to apply to conventions and iti- WW new: 
pulations, in direct contradiction to their pretent form of Government, ¶ acqu 
and he quoted the Convention of Pilnitz in particular. I was about to Wh delay 
reply to him, and I truſt in a way that would haye done away his ap- W My 
prehenſions on this point, when another of them interpoſed by ſaying, “le 
that tac ir ſincere * only deſire was that the treaty we were now en- nifer 
tering upon might be ſo framed, as to ſecure permanently the object “ qu 
for which it was intended: that no article likely to produce this end “ bi 
might be omitted, nor any doubtful one inſerted ; but that the whole, our 
as well with regard to the paſt as to the future, might be fo clearly and \ 
eiſ.inttly expreued, that no room for cavil might be left. This he aſ- ( 
ſured me, in the name of his colleagues, was all that was meant by their 
objection to renew ſo many treaties, in which ſuch various intereſts 
were blended, and ſo many points diſcuſſed foreign to the preſent mo- 
ment. Their renewing them in a lump, and without examiting care- 
fully to what we were pledged by them, might involve us in ditculties 
much better to be avoided, I replied, that 1 admitted moit certainly 
all he ſaid, and that it was with this view and an this prineiple folcly 
tat the renewal of theſe treaties was propoſed by his Majeſty; and 
tat if he recollected (as he undoubtedly did) the different wars which 
were terminated by theſe treaties, and the many important regulations 
1 pulated by hem, be would admit that the allowing them to remain 
1 cir full force was imply an acknowledgment of the tenure b 
winch -imoſt all the Sovereigns of Europe, and particularly the Frenc 
Kapublic, 
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Republic, held their dominions up to this day. That theſe tremties were 
become the law of nations, and that mfinite confuſion would reſult from 
their not being renewed. 

He replied, that our object was evidently the ſame, that we only dif- 
fered as to the manner. I thought the renewing theſe treaties in tots 
would the beſt contribute to it: while they were inclined to think, that 
extracting from them every thing which immediately related to the 
intereſt of the two countrics, ſtating it in one article, was more. 
likely to attain this defirable object. The French Miniſter again repeat- 
ed, that their firſt wiſh was, that the treaty we were now 2 ſnould 
be clear, diſtin, ſolid, and laſting, ſuch a one as could not, at 
any fature period, be broken through without a manifeſt violation of 
of good faith. And I again repeated, that nothing could be ſo con- 
ſonant to my orders, or the intentions of my royal maſter. 

One of the French Plenipotentiaries was diſpoſed to dwell on his objec- 
tions, which were, that theſe treaties were figned when France was a 
monarchy, and that any 7 to thoſe times implied a fort of 
cenſure on their prefent form of Government; but this was arguing on 
ſuch weak ground, and fo incapable of being ſeriouſly maintained, that 
I, to avoid ſuperfluous — — why was very willing to let it paſs 
unnoticed. After a good deal of very conciliatory, and even amicable 
diſcuſſion, in which, however, neither party gave much way to each other, 
i: was propoſed by them that we ſhould return home, to meet again as 
ſoon as was convenient after an attentive and deliberate peruſal of theſe 
treaties, in order to ſtate reſpettively our ideas on this ſubject. I ob- 
ſerved, that although I was perfectly prepared to do it at the moment, 
and felt almoſt bold enough to affirm, that no meaſure could be deviſed 
which would fo completely meet our intentions as an unreſerved re- 
newal of the treaties they hefirated about, yet I was very willing to 
acquieſce in their propoſal, with this fimple obſervation, that if any 
delay aroſe from it, ſuch delay was imputable to them and not to me. 
My words were, ſe ne me reads pas reſponſable des Longueurs dans 
e leſquelles cette diſcuſſion pourrait nous entrainer The French Mi- 
niſter s anſwer was, Si des longueurs ſervant 2 determiner des objets 
* qui pourratent donner lieu a des querelles a Pavenir, ce ſera du tems 
bien employe.” It was not my wich to conteſt this aſſertion, and 
our conference ended with it. 


(No. 19) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 
Grenville, dated Liſle, July 16, 1797. | 


. Yeſterday at the moment I was preparing to attend the conference, 
in which we were to enter into diſcutions on the litigated ſubject 
of the renewal of the treaties mentioned in the ſecond article of tho 
projet, I received from the French Legation the encloſed paper (4). 
In about an hour I returned the encloſed anſwer (B), to which I re- 
ceived the encloſed reply (C); and I am this moment come from the 
conference which has taken place in conſequence of ir. 

I began by aye that I had ſolicited this interview from the ſame 
motive which would attuate every part of my conduct; that I wiſhed 
io make my reports not only correct but conciliatory as far as depended 
on me, and I now was come, in order, if poſſible, to obtain from them 

comments and explanations on the note they ſent to me yeſterday, 
would enable me, when I tranſmitted it to my Court, to ſecure the 
ne gotiation 
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negotiation from being interrupted, perhaps ab terminated, by w 
the peruſal of it. If I underſtood it Acht. fr —__ 1 the Birch ſeſſed 
requires as 4 fine qua non Preliminary, that every thing the King haz Tl 
conquered from all and each of his enemies ſhould be reſtored, and nent 
that till this reſtoration was conſented to the negotiation was not even Ml penſa 
to begin. I ſaid, if I was correct in this ſtatement, and the plain ſenſe ¶ the c 
of the declaration would bear no other interpretation, I muit add tha; Wh fions 
it would not only moſt certainly prevent the treaty from beginning, but {Wand f 
would leave no room for treating at all, ſince it deprived His Majeſty In 
of every means of negotiation; for I could not ſuppoſe that it was in {WLord 
their thoughts to intimate that the principle of the treaty, as far as it ¶ w co 
related to His Majeity, was to be one of all ceſhon and no compenſation, Withe < 
and yet that was preciſely the poſition in which His Majeſty was placed cure 
by their note. | V 

One of the French Pleni potentiariet, who had let me proceed rather Wh being 
reluctantly, here ſtopt me, and faid, that he and his colleagues were tio 
exceeding happy that I had expreſſed a wiſh to ſee them before I dif. N L. 
patch my meſlenger; that they wiſhed to aſſure me that they had {Wot co 
thought it dealing fairly and honourably to ſtate what they had received ¶Neaſe 
from the Directory in the very words in which it came to them: that Withey 
they ſhould be ſorry if the declaration they had been directed to make {Wand t 
me, ſhould be of a nature to interrupt, much leſs to break off, the ne- Tt 
gotiation: that it was the ſincere wiſh of the Directory that the nego- Wot th 
nation ſhould proceed and end ſucceſsfully ; and that, far from ſhutting 
the door to farther difcuffions, they were perfectly ready to hear any 
E we had to make, and only wiſhed that theſe propoſals ſhould 5tl 

if poffible, ſuch as were compatible with their moſt ſacred engage- 
ments. I repeated what I had ſaid, that no door was left open if is 
Mzjeſty was in limine to reſtore every thing; and that a peace on theſe ¶ ¶ No. 
conditions would not be heard of by the country. I obſerved, that 
immediately on leaving them, I ſhould diſpatch a meſſenger ; but what 
that meſſenger carried would moſt materially affect the progreſs and 
ide of the negotiation; I therefore detired to know whether, in con- 
ſequence of what I had heard from them, I might conſider the ſtrid 
and literal meaning of the declaration not to be a decided negative 
(which it certainly ſeemed to imply) on all compenſation whatever to 
be made to his Majeſty, but that propoſals Ay. to this effect would 
till be liſtened to. Ore of them anſwered, © Certainly, and if they 
« ſhould be found ſuch as it will be impoſſible for for us to admit, we 
Mi on our fide bring forward others for your Court to deliberate 
« on.” Under this aſſurance, which at leaſt, to a certain degree, qua- 


bes the declaration of yeſterday, I broke up the conference. 


(No. 20. A.) Note from the mo Plenipotentiarics to Lord Malmeſ- 
ury. | 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have trani- 
mitted to their Government the project of the treaty, and the note 
relating thereto, which were delivered tothem the 2oth of the preſent 
month, by the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannie Majeſty. 

They have juſt received freſh communications and orders which 
require that they ſhould make the following declaration to Lord . T] 
Rlalmeſbury. ä 

There exiſt in the public and ſecret treaties, by which the French 
Republic is bound to its allics, Spain and the Batavian Republic, 1 

J 
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which the three powers ive the territories 
Ar by each of them _— ok gh one 

The French Government, unable to detach itſelf from the 
ments which it has contracted by theſe treaties, eſtabliſhes, as an indiſ- 
penſable preliminary of the negotiation for the peace with England, 
the conſent of his Britannic Majeſty to the reſtitution of all the 
fons which he occupies, not only from the French Republic, but 
and formally of thoſe of Spain and the Batavian Republic. 

In conſequence, the underſigned Miniſters Pleni iary requeſt 
Lord Malmeſbury to explain himſelf with regard to this reſtitution, and 
to conſent to it, if he is ſufficiently authorized to do fo; if not, and in 
the contrary caſe, to ſend a meſſenger to his Court, in order te pro- 
cure the neceſſary powers. 

The object of the conference which was to have taken place to-day 
being neceſſarily delayed by the purport of the above-mentioned decla- 
ration, the Miniſters Plenipotentiar, of the Republic have to expreſs 


Ito Lord Malmeſbury the regret that they feel in loſing this opportunity 


of converſing together, which they had themſelves ſolicited: but in 
caſe Lord Malmeſbury ſhould nave any communication to make to them, 
they beg him to believe that they will always be happy to receive him, 
and to litten to him, whenever he may think it proper. 

They requeſt him, at the ſame time, to accept anew the aſſurances 
of their high conſideration. 


(Si LE TOURNEUR. 
Liſle, 27 Meflidor, PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. 
th year of the Republic. HUGUES B. MARET. 
July 15, 1797. COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Leg. 
(No. 21. B.) Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries, | 


The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty has given 
the moſt ſerious attention to the note dated this morning, which he 
has reczived from the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
publio, | 

He has no heſitation in declaring to them, that his inſtructions by na 
means authorize him to admit, as a preliminary principle, that which 
their declaration ſeems intended to elitablith : nevertheleſs, being per- 
ſuaded that it is his firſt duty not to give up the hopes of concihation 


until he ſhall have exhautted every means of obtaining it, and being 


anxious to avoid, in the report which he ſhall have ro make to his 
Court, the potlibility of miſunderitanding on a ſubject of ſueh import- 
nce, he propoſes to them a conference for to-morrow, at the hour 
moit convenient to them, after which it is his intention to diſpatch a 
meſſenger to his Court. : 
He requeſts the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic ta 
«cept the aſſurance of his high conſideration. . 
Lille, 15th July, 1797» (Signed) MALMESBURY, 


(No. 22. C.) 
The Miniſters 4 of the French Republic loſe no time 
in acceding to the 


his Britannic Majeſty, of conferring with them on the ſubje@ of the 


They 


We whigh they addreſſed to him this day: 


e expretied by the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of 
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They have in conſequence the honour of ng to him to meet he 
to-moriow morning at 11 o'clock, at the uſt 8 of conference. oe" 
They requeſt ain to accept the aſſurances of their high confideration, Ml |. 


| (Signed) LE TOURNEUR. — 
Liſle, the 27th Meſſidor, PLEVILLE LE PELLE. tion 
5th Year of the Republic, HUGUES B. MARET. der 
one and indiviſible, COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Leg, the 1 
July 15, 1797. was 


(No. 23.) Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmeſ. 27 

N bury, dated Downing-ftreet, July 20, 1797. _ 
AT LORD, 

Your Lordſhip's diſpatches by the meſſenger Dreſſins, were received 

here on the 17th inſtant, at night, and I loſt no time in receiving hi; 7 

Majeſty's commands on the very important ſubject of your letter, 


princ 
No. . * 

1 2 much concerned to be under the neceſſity of remarking that the = 
claim brought forward in the note tranſmitted to your Lordilup by the Mp e 
French Plenipotentiaries, is in itſelf ſo extravagant, and ſo little to be ¶ conce 
reconciled either with the former profeſſions of thoſe Miniſters, cr Yo 
with their conduct in the previous ſtages of the negotianon, that it Mor tui 
affords the ſtrongeſt preſumption of a determination to preclude a uſor; 
means of accommodation, If ſuch is really the determination of the ¶ contt 
Directory, nothing can remain for this country, but to preſerve 1M... 
oppoting, with an energy and ſpirit proportioned to the exigency, ne u 
ſyſtem which maſt tend to perpetuate a ſtate of war and civil tumult in. :. 

every part of Europe. 5 _ it, a « 

The natural ſtep upon the preſent occafion would therefore have been ne. 
to direct your Lordſhip to terminate at once a negotiation, which, on... tl 
the footing now propoſed by the enemy, affords neither the hope noted, o 
the means of any favourable concluſion. Nothing being left for treaty, Mich et 
where, as a preliminary ſtep, one party is required to concede evcrji.... 
thing, and all compenſation from the other is abſolutely and at once 


precluded. His Majeſty's ſervants have, however, obſerved that in tue 

conclufion of your Lordſhip's conference with the French Plenipoten- 

tiaries on the ſubject of the note in queſtion, the preſident of that mil- 

| fon informed your Lordſhip, that it was not intended to reſiſt all com. 
penſation for the immenſe extent of reſtitution demanded from his Mz 
jeſty, znd for the other obvious circumſtances of diſadvantage to thus 
| country in the ſituation of Europe, as reſulting from the war; anc 
even added, that he and his 3 would eventually bring forwart 


nevert 


ropoſals on this head for the deliberation of the King's Government hon 
1 appeared poſũble that ſome advantage might perhaps ariſe to tn... 
great object of peace; from grounding on this declaration a farther pr u, 
ceeding, ſuch as might afford to the DireRory (if they are ſo diſpoiedWi,, . 
t he means of replacing the negotiation on a more practicable footing fag gef 
With che view, therefore, of leaving nothing untried which can cos. ring | 
tribuze to reſtore peace on any ſuitable terms, His . Majeſty has bee; 
pleaſed to direct that your Lordſhip ſhould for that purpoſe aſk anothgtiati 
coeference with the French Plenipotentiaries. In this conference you sn 
Lordſhip will remark in ſuch terms as the occaſion muſt naturally ſug Nprounc 
geſt to you upon the indefenſible ſpirit and tendency of the demand the 
now made by France. You will obſerve that F rance, treating in co Bhi1.. .. 
junction with her allies, and in their name, cannot with any pretenWhv,..; 


of juſtice and fairneſs, oppoſe her treaties with them as an — 


C + } 


the way of any reaſonable propoſal of peace in which they are to de 


included. In a ſeparate negotiation, to which they were not parties, 
{ach a plea, might perhaps, have been urged ; but in that cafe France 
would have been found to offer, from her own means, that compenſa- 
tion which ſhe did not think herſelf at liberty to eazage to abtan from 
ker allies. And ſuch was, in fact, as your Lordihip muſt remember, 
the principle on which His Majeſty offered to treat lait year, when he 
was really bound, by engagements to Auſtria, fimilar to thoſe which 
are now alledged by France. But it never can be allowed that France, 
Spain, and Holland, negotiating jointly for a peace with Great Bri- 
tain, can ſet up, as a bar to our juſt demands, the treatics between them- 
ſelves, from which they are at once able to releaſe each other whenever 
they think ſit. 

You will farther remark, that even if, contrary to all reaſon, faci a 
principle, could for a moment have been admitted on our part, ﬆ.1l 
even that principle, inadmiſſible as it is, could only apply to public 
treaties, known to thoſe who agreed to be governed by them, and not 
to ſecret articles, unknown even to the French Plenipotentiaries, or 
concealed by one of them from the knowledge of the others. 

You will add in explicit, though not offenfve terms, that the whole 
of this pretence now ſet up by France is inconteſtably frivolous and il- 
luſory ; being grounded on a ſuppoſition of a ſtate of things directly 
contrary to that which is known really to exiſt. It being perfectly no- 
torious that both Spain and Holland, ſo far from wiſhing to continue 
the war, were compelled by France to engage in it, greatly againit 
their own wiſhes ; and to undertake, without the means of ſupporting 
it, a conteſt in which they had nothing to gain, and every thing to lote. 
t never therefore can be allowed to be a queſtion of any poſũble doubt, 
but that the Directory, if they really with it, mult already have obtain- 
ed, or could at any moment obtain, the conſent of thoſe powers to 
Juch terms of peace as have been propoſed by His Majeſty. If, how- 
ver, France, from any motive cf intereit or engagement, is in truth 
leſirous to procure for them the reſtitution of poiſeſſions which they 
were unable to defend, and have no means to re-conquer, the project 
delivered by your Lordſhip afforded an opening for this; thoſe articles 
having been ſo drawn as to leave it to France to provide a compenia- 
tion to His Majeſty, either out of her own colonies, or out of thoſe of 
er allies, reſpectively conquered by His Majeſty's arms, The Choice 
detween theſe two alternatives may be left to the Directory; but to 
efuſe both, is in other words, to refuſe all compenſation. This is 
nevertheleſs expreſsly declared not to be the intention of thoſe with 
hom you treat. It is therefore neceſſary that your Lordibip ſhould 
lemand from them a ſtatement of the propoſals which, as they informed 
'ou, they have to make, in order to do away tnis apparent contradic- 
ton, which the King's ſervants are wholly unable to reconcile by any 
uggeſtion of theirs, even if it were fitting and reatonable for them to 
bring forward any new propoſals immediately after the detailed project 
which was delivered on the part of this country at the outlet of the ne- 
zotiauon. 

Since that project is not acceded to, we have evidently, and on every 
round, a right to expect a counter project, equally full aad explicit 
n the part of the enemy. You will therefore itate w the French Mi- 
ile rs diſtinctly, that the only hope of bringing this buſineſs to a fa- 
durable concluſion, is by ſtating - once plainly, and without * 
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the whole of what they have to ak, inſtead of bringing forward ſepa, 
rate points one after the other, not only contrary to the avowed prin. 
Ciple of the negotiation propoſed by themſelves, but, as it rs, 
even contrary to the tion of the Miniſters themſelves 2 
employed on the part of France. There can be no pretence ſor refu- 
_fing a compliance with this demand, if the Plenipotentiaries of France 
are diſpoſed to forward the object of peace: and the obtaining ſuch a 
Katement from them is, as I have before ſtated to your Lordſhip, x 
point of ſo much im nce, in any courſe which this negotiation may 
take, that it is the King's pleaſure that your Lordſhip ſhould ule every 
endeavour to prevent their eluding fo juſt a demand. 

After what has „it is, I fear, very doubtful whether ſuch 2 
Counter project would be framed on principles ſuch as could be admitted 
Here ; but it would at all events place the buſineſs on its real iſſue, and 
bring diſtinctly into queſtion, the ſeveral points on which the concluſion 
of peace, or the prolongation of war, will really depend. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE, 


Wo. 24.) Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Mal. 
meſbury, dated Downing-ſtreet, July 20, 1797- 
My Lord, 


There are two'ſeparate points on which it is neceſſary for me to fay 
à few words to your ip, in addition to the inſtructions in my 
other diſpatch on the general fubject of the negotiation. | 

The firſt relates to the aſſertion of one of the French Minifters, that 
the Portugueſe ſhips and troops were at Toulon. The fact is very im- 
material as to any concluſion that could be drawn from it, to affect the 
fituation or juſt claim of the Court of Liſbon ; becauſe 7 Lordſhip 
well knows, that it is a principle univerſally recognized in the public 
law of Europe, that when one of the parties, in a defenſive alliance, 
furniſhes to his ally the ſtipulated ſuccours, thoſe ſuccours remain en- 
tirely at the dif] of the requiring party to be employed wherever he 
ſhall judge proper, ſubje& only to the limitations of the treaty which 
before exiſte d; and if the amount of thoſe ſuccours is not encreaſed be- 
you that engaged for, nor the means of uſing them extended by neu 

dies, the furniſhing the ſtipulated aſbſtance is not underſtood 

to violate the laws of neutrality. | 

But the fact, in this caſe, will not bear out the aſſertion, even if the 
argument to be drawn from it were more concluſive, The troops of her 
Moſt Faithful Majeity having been, as I apprehend, no otherwiſe em- 
ployed than in the two campaigns carried on by land, upon the ſouthern 
part of the frontiers of France and Spain | 

The other point relates to what was ſaid to your Lordſhip about the 
treaty of Plinitz. It would certainly not require much argument © 
prove that the renewal of ſeveral treaties enumerated by name and date, 
and the lateſt of which was concluded in 1783, docs not imply a re- 
newal of another treaty ſuppoſed to 8 in 1791. But what 5 
more material to the preſent caſe is, that your Lord{aip ſhould take th 
Nn e to explain, in the moſt diſtinct and unequivocal terms, th 
any fecret treaty was, in fact, concluded at the interview at Plt- 
nitz, between the late Emperor and the King of Pruſſia, (which is, * 
fay the leaſt, very doubtful in point of fact), this, at leaſt, is certain, 
* Majoity was go party ie fuch treaty 3 aud not only was nn 
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then included in it, but has never fince adhered to it, nor even been 
apprized of its contents. The public declaration which was made at 


to it; and it is, indeed, notorious that it applied to circumſtances 

which were done away long before the war broke out between Auſ- 

tria and France, and that the ſubſequent negotiations for the main- 

tenance of peace between thoſe powers turned on points wholly diſtinct 

. e have been referred to in the pretended treaty of 
Plinitaz. 

This explanation, however little connected with the preſent 
tiation, ſeems to be called for by the alluſion made to you upon the ſub- 
jet; and, indeed, on a point on which ſo much miſrepreientation has 
prevailed, it is uſeful not to omit the opportunity of ſtating the facts as 


they really are. I am, &c. 
| (Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. 


(No. 25.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 
Grenville, dated Liſle, 25th July, 1797. 


MY LORD, 


I have the honour to acknowledge your Lordſhip's diſpatches, No. 1 
and 20, of the 2cth initant, — 2 delivered to me on Saturday 
the 22d inftant, by the meſſenger Major. 

It was impoſlible that the claim brought forward in the note in- 
Cloſed in my No. , could have produced on your Lordſhip's mind any 

impreſſion different from that which you deſcribe ; and I am happy to 
find, that the conduct I obſerved, when it was firit delivered to me, was 
ſuch as put it in my power to execute with great conſiſtency the ſpirit- 
ed inſtructions your Lordſhip now ſends me. 

Immediately on the arrival of the meſſenger, I propoſed an interview 
vary”: io Plenipotentiaries ; and we met on Sunday the 23d, at 
one P. M. | 

I could not obey his Majeſty's orders in a manner more likely to 
command attention, and to impreſs thoſe who heard me with a juſt 
ſenſe of the mixture of firmneſs and moderation with which his Ma- 
jeſty was pleaſed to conduct this important negotiation, than by em- 


r the ploying not only the ſubſtance, but, as far as was practicable in con- 
hex verſation, the very words of your Lorditip's ditpatch, No. 19; and 
— if I ſhould attempt to relate minutely what I myſelf ſaid in this cone 


ol rence, it would, in fact, be little more than a repetition of them. 

I began by obſerving, that I was certain the French Plenipotenti- 
the aries muſt be fully prepared for whit I now had it in command to fay : 
I reminded them, that I had taken upon me to am̃rm when we were 
laſt aſſembled, and immediately before I diſpatched my meſfenger, 
that the requiring ſuch a preliminary as that propoted in the note, was 
putting an end at once to all negotiation, and that | was fure peace on 
ſuch Terms would not be heard of; 


to 

ightly, or in nce of any haity opinion of my own; 
y l Re A. my Royal Mater 
anxioully and as fincerely incli 


to liſten to all reaſonable 
| miſſible conditions, as he was determined to repel and rejett all 
as were of an oppoſue deſcription, I then, my Lord. cook up my 


that interview, ſhews on the face of it that His Majeſty was no party 
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on the preciſe grounds ſet forth in your Lordſhip's No. 19. 


neither omitted any thing, nor inſerted any thing of my own, which 
could at all alter its fpirit; and I only varied from the letter inaſmuch 
as was neceſſary to make it applicable to a conference. 

My firſt object was to ſtate, in as forcible a way as poſſible, the 
utter inadmiſſibility of the enfion ſet forth in the note, the trivo- 
lous and illuſory reaſons alledged for bringing it forward, and I ob- 
ſerved, that if it was perſevered in, it muil lead to this neceflary con- 
cluſion, that there did exiſt when it was framed an intention on the 
— of the Directory to break off the negotiation in the outſet. My 

nd object, in point of reaſoning, though 'a very primary one in 
point of importance, was either to prevent the negotiation 2 
off at all, or if this was not to be prevented, to endeavour to be fo 
clear and explicit in my language, and to draw the line ſo diltiaQtly 
between ſuch ſacrifices as his Majeſty might be inclined to make in 
order to reſtore ſo great a bleſſing as peace, and thoſe to which the 
dignity of his crown, and intereſt of his ſubjects, would never allow 
him to attend, as to make it impoſſible that by any future cavil or ſub- 
terfuge the interruption of the treaty, if unfortunately it ſhould be in- 
terrupted, could be imputed to any other cauſe than the exorbitant 
demands of the French Government; and the better to inſure this pur- 
poſe, I explained to them that his Majeſty having already in a detailed 
projet ſtated freely and fully his conditions, and theſe conditions hav- 
ing been at once rejected by a ſweeping claim on the part of the 
French Government, it was not fitting nor reaſonable, neither could it 


be expected that any new propoſals ſhould originate with his Majeſty ;- 


and that on every ground the King had a right to expect a contre-projet 
from them, ſtatiag at once plainly, and without reſerve, the whole of 
What they had to alk, inſtead of bringing forward ſeparate points, one 
after another, directly contrary to the principle on which we had agreed 
to begin the negotiation, and which, from their being inſulaced, could 
only tend to protract and impede its progreſs. | 
On the firſt point, on the inadmifiibility of the preliminary condi- 
tions as propoſed by the French Government, ze of the French Planipo- 
tentarits {a1d, it was impoſſible for them to do more than to take ir for 
reference, that the int ructions they had received when the Direc- 
tory ſent them the note, were preciſe and poſitive ; and that they had 
received none fince, He therefore had on that point ſimply to requeſt 
of me, that I would ſtate in writing the ſeveral grounds on which his 
Majeſty rejected this propoſition, in order that the report tranſmitted 
by them to the Directory might be correct; and he aſſured me, that if 
I did not think 1t proper to put in . the arguments I had uſed 
to them in the conference, they would have no ſcruple of employing 
thoſe I omitted in ſuch a way as was the. beſt calculated to give them 
weight, and to uſe the French Minifter's own expreſſion, to place the 
otiation once more on its legs. 
regard to the ſecond point, he had no heſitation in agreeing with 
me, that the beſt method, and indeed the only one, which could acce- 
lerate the whole of the buſineſs, was for them to give in a contre-projet, 
neither did he attempt to diſprove our perfect right to expect one from 
them before we made any new propoſals. But he ſaid, that it was not 
neceffary for him to obſerve that as long as they were bound by their 
inſtructions not to give way on the propoſition I had How ſo decidedly 
rejected, that it was impoſſible for them to move a ſtep without new 
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orders from the Directory; that they would aſk for theſe orders im- 
mediately, and loſe no time in acquainting me when they were re- 
ceived. | m— 

I obſerved, that in our laſt conference he had intimated to 
were empowered to come to ſome explanation with me on the ſubject of 
compenſation to be made to his Majeſty for the great ceſſions he was 
diſpoſed to make ; that, at the time, 1 conceived theſe explanations 
were of a nature to qualify the wide claim ſtated in the note, and that 
if I had abſtained from preſſing him farther at the mcment, it was from 
perceiving a reluctance on their part to bring them forward :—That, 
however, if they really had ſuch propoſals to make me, and if they 
were of a nature to meet in ſubſtance and effect the baſis laid down 
- the projet I had given, I ſhould be well diſpoſed to liſten to 

em. 

One of the French Mini/ters, after ſome heſitation, and a fort of filent 
reference to one of his colleages, ſaid he thought as matters now 
ſtood, it would be much better to wait their antwer from Paris: 
That it was a very important period, a crifis in the negotiation, the 
reſult of which probably would be conclufive as to its fate, and that it 
ſeemed to be of more conſequence to maka this reſult as conformable to 
what he hoped I was convinced were as much their wiſhes as mine, than 
to waſte our time in diſcuſſions which were uſeleſs, not to ſay more, 
till this was aſcertained. 

I confined myſelf in my reply to ſaying, I had no objeftion what- 
ever to giving to the French Plenipotentiaries a paper, ſtating the 
ſtrong motives on which his Majeſty rejected the propofition made in 
their note of the 15th; and that as I, on my part, had conſidered it a 
duty to make my reports as conciliatory as was conſiitent with truth and 
correctneſs, ſo I heard with great pleaſure the aſſurances he gave me 
of their intending to obſerve the ſame line of conduct. 

That as we ſeemed perfectly agreed as to the propriety of their pro- 
ducing a contre-projet, I had nothing to fay on that point, except to 


expreis my moſt fincere wiſh that it would ſoon appear, and when it 


did appear, be ſuch a one as would lead to a ſpeedy and ſatisfactory 
- eonclufion of the negotiation. 


Right Honourable Lord Grenville. 
No. 26.) - Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French Plenipo- 


tentiaries. 


The Miniſter Plenipetentiary of his Britannic Majeſty has tranſmit 
ted to his Court the note which was delivered to him the 15th of this 
month, by the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of tue French Republic; and 
having received the orders of the King his Maſter, on this ſubject, he 
haſtens to repeat to them, in writing, conformably to the deũre which 
they have expreſſed to him, the following retiections, which he had 
already ſtated to them verbally, in conſequence of his moſt poũtive 
inſtructions. | 

He obſerves, in the firſt place, that to require As an indiſpen- 
* fable preliminary of negotiation for peace with England, the conſent 
* of his Britannic Majeſty to the formal reſtitution of all the 
«© which he occupies, as well thoſe of the French Republic, as farther 
« and formally thoſe of Spain and the Batavian Republic,“ is to with 


to eſtabliſh a previous condition, which excludes all reciprocity, > 
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ſaſes to the King all compenſation, and leaves no object of ulterior ne- 


gotiation. 

That the French Republic formally authorized by its allies to negoti- 
ate the articles of peace in their name, cannot fairly ſet up its partial 
treaties with them, in oppoſition to reaſonable propoſals of peace, fince 
it ĩs umverſally underſtood that the contracting parties always preſerve 
the power to modify, by mutual conſent, the conditions by which they 
may be engaged to each other, whenever their common intereſts may 
require it :—contequently, the propoſition made to the King of a gene- 
ral and gratuitous reſtitution as an indiſpenſable preliminary, would ne- 
ceſſarily impute to his Catholic Majeſty, and to the Batavian Republic, 
— * far leſs pacific than thoſe which animate the French Re- 

ic. 


That, moreover, in conſequence of what paſſed in the firſt conferen- 
ces, Lord Malmeſbury has always thought himſelf entitled to expect 
that the King — would find a 3 for the ſacriſices he 
was to make for „ by retaining a his conqueſts ; and 
he — leſs able 22 obſtacle, © of the ſecret ar- 
ticles of the treaties which bind the French Republic, as the principle 
of compenſation was acknowiedged by a formal and poſitive declara- 
tion, made in the name of the Executive Directory, and communicated 
in an Official Note, dated the 27th of November 1796 ; a declaration, 
poſterior to the completion of thoſe treaties. | 

It was, therefore, in order to remove, as much as poſſible, 
difficulty that, in the project of a treaty, which Lord Malmeſbury has 
delivered to the Mimſtexs Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, 
the alternative was left to France to ſettle this compenſation on its 
own poſſeſſions, or on thoſe of its allies; but the abſolute refuſal of 
this alternative appears to do away the only poſſible means of concilia- 
ting every intereit, and of arriving at an honourable, juſt, and perma- 

Lord Malmeſbury, perſuaded that ſuch cannot be the intention of the 
French Government, hopes, that in conſequence of the reaſons herein 
ſtared, a condition will not be infifted upon, to which his Britannic Ma- 
jeſty can by no means conſent. | 

He again requeſts the Minifter Plenipotentiary of the French Repub- 
lic to accept the aiſurances of his high confideration. | 

Liſle, 24th July, 1797. (Signed) MALMES BUR. 


No. 27.) Extract of a diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 
| ville, dated Liſle, Sunday, Auguſt 6th, 1797. 


MY LORD, , 
I fully expected, when I received the incloſed Note on Friday, that the 
eonference propoſed was to acquaint me with the inſtructions the French 
 Plenipotentiarics had received from the Directory, on the Note I had 
wen in near a fortnight ago, as an anſwer to that in which the reſtitu- 
don of the whole of His jeſty*s conqueſts from each of his enemies is 
| ired as an pantie preliminary to all negotiation. 
was therefore ſurprized and diſappointed, when I had taken my 
place at the conference, to hear from the French Plenipotentiaries that 
the letters they had received that morning from Paris did not bring any 
ihe reply to my laſt note, but only went to inform them, that the. 
| had taken the ſubject into their molt ſerious conſideration, 
and would acquaim chem as ſaon a poliblo with the relulty I 


t 33 J 


I could not avoid expreſſing my concern and ſurprize that there ex- 
ited any heſitation whatever in the mind of the Directory on a point, 
which, although very important, was certainly a very fimple one : 
That to allow it to remain in doubt whether His Majeſty was to have 
any compenſation or not, was in other words to leave it in doubt whe- 
ther the DireQory ſincerely meant peace or not? And that, although I 
was very far from wiſhmg for any improper haſte, or not to move in a 
matter of ſuch magnitude with becoming prudence and deliberation, 
yet I could not forbear lamenting that more than a month had now 
elapſed without our having advanced a fingle ſtep, notwithſtanding His 
Majeſty had, in the very outſet of the negotiation, manifeſted a mode- 
ration and forbearance unprecedented under fimilar circumſtances :— 
That anxious as I was not to prejudice it by any repreſentations of 
mine, I muit ſay, this delay — me in a very awkwatd poſition, as I. 
really did not perceive how I could account for it in a way at all ſatis- 
factory, at the ſame time that it was quite unpoſlible for me to ſuffer a 
longer ſpace of time to paſs over without writing to my Court. 

One of the French Plenipotentiaries expreſſed his earneſt wiſh that I 
would write immediately; he was confident this delay would be ſeen in 
its true light; and added, Si nous n'avangons pas à pas de Geant, 
j eſpere que nous marchons d'un pas ſur.” — And another of them re- 
peated uns) 7 yn 

Lexpreſſed my ſincere hope this might be the caſe, but it would have 
been much better proved by the communication of the counter projet 
they had in a manner pledged themſelves to procure, than by any vague 
and indeterminate aſſurances of what might poſſibly be the reſult of the 
preſent ſuſpenſion of all buſineſs. They obſerved to me that the coun- 
ter projet would of courſe be (virtually) contained in their next in- 
ions, and that their only motive for wiſhing to ſee me was, to con- 
vince me that this delay had neither originated with them, nor been oc- 
caſioned at Paris, by any want of attention to this important buſineſs, or 
from any cauſe not immediately and cloſely connected with it. 

I defired to know from them when they thought it probable they 
ſhould receive poſitive and explicit inſtructions, whether in three, four, 
or five days ? They ſaid, it would probably be eight or ten. And ane of 
them obſerved, that as our not meeting more frequently gave rife to many 
idle rumours and falſe reports, he would propole to me, if I had no vb- 
jection, to meet every other day at two o'clock : that it was very poſſible 
that in cur next two or three meetings we might have nothing material 
to ſay, but that we ſhould get better acquainted with each other, and in 
our converſations mutually ſuggeſt ideas which might be of uſe.—I rea- 
dily conſented to this. 

I had a conference again this morning. As I was very defirous of 
being enabled to tranſmit to your Lordthip ſome more ſatisfactory ac- 
count as to the motives of this delay, I again preſſed the French Pleni- 
potentiaries on this point. They each ot them repeated what they had 
ſaid before, and on my endeavouring to make them frel how unpoſlible 
it was that His Majeity ſhould not be hurt at this demur on fo very m- 
ple a point, One of them ſaid, you ought to augur favourably from ir ; 
your note was a refuſal to agree to what was ftated by the Directory in 
their inſtructions to us as a ſine qua non: if the Directory were deter- 
mined to perſiſt in this ſine qua non, they would have faid fo at once— 
je vous aſſure qu'il nous auroit promptement renvoye le Courier,“ 
were his words. The time they 3 beyond a 
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doubt that they are looking for ſome temperament, and it ſcaree can 
be doubted, that one will be found. L faid I was, well pleaſed to hear 
him fay this; but that ſtill he muſt be aware that it would not be an 
— "00 me to make my diſpatches to-day either intereſting or ſa. 
ts . 

— of the French Minifers (aid that he really believed that this 
would be the only great impediment we ſhould have to encounter, that 
every thing would go on quiokly and ſmoothly, and that I muſt admit 
the preſent to be a very important and difficult point in the negotiation. 
I agreed with him entirely as to its importance, but would not acquieſce 
as to its difficulty. 

IT am very forry, my Lord, that in ſuch a moment, and after waiti 
fo long, 1 ſhould not be able to ſend you more explicit and deciſi ve af 
ſarances; but it is not in my r to compel the French Negotiators 
to move on fafter. All Icando is by my conduct and language to take 
care that no part whatever of the impurtation of delay ſhould attach to 
me. [I have, at every conference I have held, always declared my 
readineſs to proceed, and I ſhall not fail to repeat this every time we 
meet. 

Right Honourable Lord Grenville, &c. &c. &c, 


(No. 28.) Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord Mal- 


The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic will be happy 
to have an opportunity of converiing for a few minutes with Lord 
Malmetbury; and they have in nence' the honour of propoſing to 
him to meet them at two o'clock y, or at any other hour which 
may be more convenient to him, and which he will have the goodneſs 
to appoint. 


T hey renew, with pleaſure, to Lord Malmeſbury the aſſurances of 
conhderation. | 


their high 
(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 
Liſle, 17 Thermidor, HUGUES B. MARE T. 
5th Year of the Republic, COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Le- 
Aug. 4, 1797. gation of the Republic. 
| Ang. 4. 1797. . 
(No. 29.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 
Greaville, dated Liſle, Aug. 14, 1797. * 
MY LORD, | 


In conſequence of the reſolution we had come to, to meet on the 
days of the arrival of the poit fram Paris, our conferences for this laſt 
week have taken place regularly every other morning, except on Thurſ- 
day the 10th of Auguſt, which being the anniverſary of one of their 
national feiiivals the French Legation could not attend. 

1 have in mine, No. 17, given your Lordihip an account of every 
thizg which paſſed in theie conferences, up to that of the 6th. On 
the 5th noting was faid at all worth tranſmitting, except an intuma- 
tion flung cut by one of the French Plenipetentiarics, that it would be ne- 
ceſlary to tike into confideration the rights of neutral nations on this 
oc but as he ſpoke very vaguely, and in general terms, I did 
not choole ro prefs im for an explanation, as | conlider it more judi- 

$24 to avoid diicuſſions on ſeparate and collateral points, and not to 
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enter into negotiation till the whole can be brought under deliberation 
at once. 

What on the 12th was rather more intereſling. The return of 
Mr. W afforded me a very natural opportunity of exprefling the 
impatience with which an anſwer to my laft Note was expected by my 
Court ; that three weeks had now elapſed fince its tranſmiſſion, and 
that although I by no means wiſhed to infinuate that due attention had 
not been paid to fo very important a ſubject as that on which we were 
treatin 8 4 I could not but greatly lament, that day after day ſhould 
be allowed to paſs away without our proceeding at all in the great buſi- 
neſs for which we were met. One of the French Minifters ſard, that it 
was impoſſible I could lament this delay more than they did; that they 
had already declared to me that it was occaſioned a wiſh not to 
create but to remove difficulties ; and they could aſſure me poſitively, 
that the French Government had no other object in view, and that I 
ſhould find, when once we began fairly to negotiate, we ſhould proceed 
very rapidly. 

I rephed it was indeed very material to make good the time we had 
loſt. The French Miniſter anſwered, ycu could not call it time loſt if 
you knew how it was employed. On my expreſſing, by my manner, a 
wiſh to be informed, he went on, by ſaying, we wall not ſcruple to tell 
you, though we fee] we ought not yet to do it officially, that we are 
conſulting with our allies ; that we have communicated to them all that 
has here; we have ftated that, unleſs they mean to continue the 
war, they muſt releaſe us from our engagements, and enable us, to a 
certain degree, to meet your propoſals. | 

The conference of to-day is this moment over. One of the French 
Plenipotentiaries informed me, that he had received this moraing a letter 
from the Preſident of the Directory, aſſuring him that in four or hve 
days they would receive their final inſtructions; and he added of him- 
ſelf, that he truſted theſe would be ſuch as would enable us to continue 
our work without any further interruption. | ſaid, I hoped theſe in- 
ſtructions would be in ſubſtance a Counter Project, as I did not fee 
how any thing ſhort of one could enable us to proceed fo rapidly as he 
deicnbed. He agreed with me entirely, and aſſured me, that both te 
and his colleagues had repeatedly ftated the neceſſity of a Counter Pro- 
ject being ſent them; and he obſerved, that he really thought the 
French Government might have foreſeen every thing wiach had paſies, 
and been prepared with one; and that this would have ſaved a great 
deal oi valuable time. As I could not myſelf have ſaid more, I readily 
gave a full aiſent to what I heard. | 


(No. 30.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Mal- 
meibury, dated Downing-Street, Auguſt 19, 1797. 


An expreflion mentioned in one of your Lordihip's lau diſpatches to 
have fillen from one of the French Plenipotemtiaries, leads to the pre- 
ſumption tnat is intended, on the part ot France, to bring forward iome 

poſal about the navigation of neutral powers in time of war. Your 
Locitip will beſt judge of the proper opportunity of expreſliing His 
Majcity's decided aud unalterable reiviution on this point, not to admit 
of any propoſal for treating with his enemies on the tubject of the rights 
or claims of neutral powers. 4 
The only other remark with which I have to trouble your Lordſhip 


this Meflenger, relates to an expreſſion in the late meſſage of the 
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Directory to the Council of Five Hundred, which, if literally taken, 
conveys an accuſation againſt His Majeſty's Government, that ſome 
delay has ariſen on the part of this country in the negotiations at Liſle, 
This is fo avowedly contrary to the fact, that it mutt be confidered as 
impoſible that ſuch a charge could be intended to be made by a Go- 
vernment which had at that moment delayed for three weeks making 
#ny anſwer to His Majeſty's diſtinct and liberal propoſals of peace, 
end whoſe Plenipotentiaries were daily apolcgizing to your Lordſhip 
for this unbecoming, and as they almoſt confeſs, unaccountable delay; 
but as the point is too important to be left unnoticed, it is the King's 

leaſure that your Lordſkip ſhould preſent a note, remarking upon the 
Late to which theſe words are liable, expreſhng your — that 
{ck cannot be the intention with which they were uſed, but aſking on 
the part of your Court an explanation to that effect, which cannot be 
refuted without a violation of every thing which truth and juſtice re- 
guire on ſuch an occaſion, 


(No. 31.) Extract from the Meflage of the French Directory to the 
Council of Five Hundred, Auguſto, 1797. 


In ſhort, this cauſe is in the ſame deſpondency in which all good 
citizens, and particularly the defenders of the country are, at ſceing 
deferred at the very moment when its concluſion was thought to be 
near at hand, and atter having bought it with ſo much blood and fo 
much ſuffering—a definitive peace, which the heads of the vanquiſhed 
coalition at length ſolicited in good earneft, when its concluſion was 
expected, and which a Government friendly to humanity, were ftill 
more earneſt to conciude : when, all on a ſudden, buoyed up with new 
hopes, reckoning upon a general diſſolution of the government, by the 
falling of its finances, upon its defiruction, upon the death or baniſh- 
ment of its braveſt gererals, and upon the di perſion and loſs of its 
armies, theſe very ſame coaleiced powers have thrown as much delay 
into the negotiations, as thzy had thewn anxiety to bring them to an 


. end. 


2.) Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 

28 ? Grenville, dated Liſle, Aug uſt 22, 1797. 

My Lord, | 

In my conference of this morning, I took an opportunity of remark- 
ing to the French Plenĩpotentiaries on the very unfair and extraordinary 
wy Ara which had appeared in the meſiage of the gth inftant, from the 
Directory to the Council of Five Hundred, via: que les Puiſſances 
* caaliſees ont mis autant de Lenteur dars les 2 ay qu'elles 
„ avoicnt montre de l' Ardeur pour les terminer.“ 1 obierved to them, 
that I had orders from my Court to afk a preciſe explanation, whether 
this accuſation of delay was meant to apply to the manner 1n which His 
— conducted the negotiation at Liſle, and if it was fo meant, 
to d that no accuſation was ever more deſtitute of foundation, nor 
_ a wider deviation from the real fact. I faid I was perfectly ready to abide 
by their determination on this point, convinced that it was impoſſible 
for them not to acknowledge the delay (if there had been any 
blameable delay) reſted with the French Government and not with His 
Majeſty. The French Plenipotentiarics admitted this to be moſt ſtrictly 
true; that the phraſe I had quoted was an ill-judged one, and mal redi- 
gie; but that it could not in any point of view whatſoever be conſtrued 
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as applying to England, and were to ſay, that when it was 
wen ” Diredtory . to — of Vienna ; that they 
could aſſure me they had been very faithful in their reports, and that 
when they ſaid this it was ſaying in other words, that I had carried on 
the tation with as much expedition as poſſible, and that if it had 
proceeded flowly for this laſt month, the ſlowneſs aroſe on their fide 
and not on mine. | 4 

I faid I could not for an inſtant call in queſtion their fe:lings on this 
point; it was the inſinuation conveyed in the meſſage, and which had 

ne over Europe, that it was neceſſary for me to clear up, and to know 
whether the Directory thought and felt as they did. One of the French 
Minifters, with very ſtrong expreſſions, aſſured me the Dir cer- 
tainly did think and feel ke them; that no unfair or inſidious alluſion 
was meant, and added, que ce meſſage etoit fait pour ſhmuler les 
% Conſeils.” I went on by obſerving it was very effential for me to 
have this fully explained, and that I thould give them in a note to this 
effect; they requeſted I would not, it would lead to difagreeable diſcuſ- 
fions, and would not anſwer the end I propoted. They would take 
upon themſelves ac to aſſure me in the name of the Directory, that 
nothing at all fimilar to the conſtruction I put on the phraſe was in- 
tended, and that as foon as they could receive an anſwer to the report 
they ſhould make of to-day's converſation, they would ſay the lame 
from the Directory itſelf. 

I hope, my Lord, I have, therefore, by obtaining this very preciſe 
and formal difavowal of any intention to fix any imputation of delay ou 
His Majeſty's Government, fulfilled the object of my inſtructions on this 

icular point. If when the French Plenipotentiaries ſpeak from the 
Directory the difavowal ſhould not be equally fatisfaftory and complete, 
I then will not fail, according to your Lordihip's order, to give in 2 


note. 
Rt. Hon. Lord Grenville. (Signed) MALMESBURY. 


(No. 33.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 
ville, dated Liſle, Auguſt 22, 1797. 


The four conferences I have held with the French Plenipotentiaries, 
fince I lait wrote to your Lordſhip on the 14th initant, will not, I fear, 
furniſh very intereſting materials for the diſpatch. 

Our conference of this morning was principally 13 in what I 
have related in my other diſpatch; but the French Plenipotentiaries 
aſſured me, that by Thurſday, or at the lateſt by Saturday, they ex- 


pected to receive their long · expected meſſenger. 


(No. 34.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 
| Grenville, dated Liſle, Augutt 29, 1797. | 


I am extremely ſorry to be forced to announce to your Lordſhip, 
that freſh delays occur in the p is of the negotiation. 

The French Plenipotentiaries mformed me at our contgrence yeſter- 
day, that the laſt anſwer from Holland was fo unfitisfatiory, that the 
Directory had ordered the Miniſter for Foreign Affairs to return it to 
the Dutch Miniſters at Paris; that the Dutch Miniſters could not take 
upon themſelves to alter it in the way the Directory had propoſed, but 
had been obliged to refer to their Government for new orders; and thar 
therefore, ſuppoſing no time to be lok in deuberation on this ſubject at 
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the Hague, it would be xt leaft a week from to-day before any farther 
account could be received here. : 

After lamentirg this unexpected procraſtination of our buſineſs, 7 
expreiled a wiſh to know what the Dutch anſwer had been, what objec. 
tions the Directory had made to it, and the altetation they were deſir. 
ous it ſhould undergo. / 

One of the French Plmipetemiaries ſaid, it had not been communicat 
to them, but that he underſtood it was complexe, louche at peu * 
— That the Directory expected it ſhould be clear and diſtinct, ſuch 
an one as would enable them to ſend ſuch inſtructions here, as would 
8 to go on with the negotiations in a way to recover the time we 


(No. 35.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 
Grenville, dated Liſle, September & 1797. 


My Lord, | 

I ſhould have conſidered what has in our conferences ſince I laſt 

bad the honour of writing to your Lordſhip by Mr. Weſley, as in itſelſ 
too unimportant to authorize me to diſpatch a meſſenger, but that in 
general I think it my duty never to leave your Lordſhip more than a 
week without hearing from me; and I was alſo glad of an opportunity 
to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordſhip's dilpatch, No. 23, which 
why to me by the meſſenger Shaw on the 3 iſt Auguſt, at 
10 F. 

Nothing but common converſation paſſed in our conferences of the 
oth of Auguſt and of the 1 of September. In that of the zd the 
rench Plempotentiaries confirmed what they had taken upon them- 

ſelves to aſſure me on the 224 Auguſt, in conſequence of the repreſen- 
tation I had your Lordſhip's orders to make on the expreſſions employed 
by the Directory in their meſſage of the gth Augutt to the Councils, 
and which expreſſions appeared to fix an imputation of delay on His 
Majeſty's Government in the progreſs of the negotiation. They ſaid 
that they had reported to the DireBory what I obſerved on this ſubject, 
and that they were now charged to repeat what I had already heard 
from them, and to declare that no intention fimilar to that I ſuppoſed 
ever exiſted an the part of the Directory. 

In our conference of this morning, although I had reaſon to expect 

that the anſwer from the Hague was arrived at Paris, yet it was not 
admitted by the French Plenipotentiaries. 


(No. 36.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 
ville, dated Liſle, gth September, 1797. 


I need not ſay that the two conferences which have been held ſince I 
diſpatched the meſſenger (Brooks) were not likely, under che preſent 
circumſtances of this country, to afford any thing extremely important 
or 8 6 

In that of, Thurſday the 7th, oze of the French Plenipotentiaries began, 
on my entering the room, by announcing a wiſh chat the great event 
which had taken place at Paris ſhould not 8 for a long time our 
negotiation, or deſtroy the pleaſing proſpe& we had of its ſoon termi- 
nating ſucceſsfully ; and from his manner 1 clearly ſaw he meant to 
convey the idea that it was his opinion it would not. I endeavoured 


to gifcover whether he ſpoke in conſequence of any private * 
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ke had received from Paris, or ſimply from his own private judgement, 
and I found it was entirely from ——— 

In our conference of this morning, he ſaid were ſtill without any 
letters from M. Talleyrand (which rather ſurpriſed him); but he could 
aſſure me with certainty, that by Monday they ſhould be empowered 
to go on with the negotiation, and that I might ſafely ſay ſo to my 
Court. 


(No. 37.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Mal- 
meſbury, dated Downing Street, Sept. 11, 1797. © 


Your Lordſhip's diſpatches by the meſſenger, Shaw, were received 
here this morning. 

It would be premature in the moment, to enter into any rea- 
ſoning on the effect which the extraordinary events at Paris may be ex- 
to have on the important negotiation with which your i 
is charged. & veoy thr oye mnclf nav ly ſhew, in the moiſt 
—— — e „ „ by the 
now p i party at Paris, reſpectin ueſtion e or 
war with Great Britain : and it becomes Hes Majeſty's | Pan, neg to 
waĩt the event with the ſame deſire for accommodation on reaſonable 
terms, and the ſame firmneſs with reſpect to undue and inſulting de- 
mands, which has actuated every part of the conduct held by your 


Lordihip. 


(No. 38.) Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 
ville, dated Liſle, Monday, Sept. 11, 1797. * 


MY LORD, 


On my going to the conference this morning, the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries informed me that the whole French Legation was recalled, 
and that Meſſrs. Treilhard and Bonnier d' Alco were appointed in their 
zoom. They faid, their orders were to communicate this event to me 
immediately, and at the fame time to add, in the name of the French 
Government, that this alteration, in the choice of the Negotiators, 
would not produce any whatever in the diſpoſition of the Directory, to 
bring the negotiation to a happy iſſue. 

I affured I was extremely ſorry to hear that they were recalled. 
That we had hitherto acted together ſo cordially, that it was to be la- 
mented any circumſtances had ariſen which made the French Govern- 
ment think it adviſeable to put the negotiation into other hands. 

That I received with ſatis faction what they told me as to the ſentĩ- 
ments manifeſted by the Directory, relative to the negotiation, and 
that I could aſſure them, they were ſuch as certainly exiſted in the 
breaſt of my Royal Maſter. 


I then ſuggelted to them, whether it would not be proper to give 
me an official note on this occaſion, ſince it made a very marked 


iod in the negotiation; and as the fectly agreed with me on the 
Saba of this, they ſent me that i = —_— 

I con this event as ſo material, that I do not loſe a mament in 
diſpatching one of my ſervants to England, as I have at preſent no mei- 
8282 I have the honour to be, &. 


(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
(Ne. 
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(No. 39.) 6 - a an aaa 


The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have the 
honour to inform Lord Malmeſbury that they have received by this 
day's poſt, a decree of the Executive Directory, fignifying their re- 
call, and the nomination of Citizens Treilhard and Bonnier to 
ſucceed them, and to continue the negotiations entered upon with 


The Miniſter for Foreign Affairs, in ſending to the underſigned 
Miniſters Plenipotentiary this decree of the Directory, of the 22d of 
this month, orders them to wait the arrival of their ſucceſſors. It alſo 
directs them to inform the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic 
Majeſty, that the change of the. Negotiators does not carry with it 
any change in the diſpoſition of the Directory, with regard to the 
negotiation. 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have the 
honour to renew to Lord Malmeſbury the aſſurances of their high 


Liſle, 25 Fructidor, (Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 
HUGUES B. MARET. 


5th year of the Republic, 
COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. oſ the Leg. 


Sept. 11, 2797. 
(No. 40.) Note. From Lord Malmeſbury to the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries. 

The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty has the honor 
to acknowledge the receipt of the note which the Miniſters Plenipo- 
tentiary of the French Republic have addreſſed to him, communicating 
the decree of the Executive Directory, which ſigniſies their recall and 
the nomination of the Miniſters deſtined to ſucceed them, and to con- 
tinue the negotiations already commenced. He receives at the ſame 
time with ſatisfaction, and will tranſmit without delay to his Court, 
the aſſurance that this change of the Negotiators does not bring 
with it any change in the diſpoſition of the Directory as to the ne- 

ciation. | | 

Lord Malmeſbury, in thanking the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic for this communication, begs them to be perſuaded 
of his perſonal regret on account of their departure, and to accept the 
aflurances of his high conſideration. | 

(Signed) 


Liſle, Sept. 12, 1797. 
(No. 41.) Extract of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord 
Grenville, dated Liſle, '17th September, 1797. 
MY LORD, | 


The new French Plenipotentiaries, Meſſrs. Treilhard and Bonnier 
d' Alco, with their principal Secretary M. Derche, and two private Se- 
cretaries, arrived here at five o'clock A. M. on Wedneſday the 13th 
inſtant, at eleven A. M. they ſent M. Derche to acquaint me with their 
arrival, and to enquire at what hour 1 would receive their viſit. In 

conſequence of my ſaying whenever it was convenient to them, they 
——— ely, attended by Meſſrs. Le Tourneur, Maret and 


MALMESBURY. 
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On taking leave, M. Le Tourneur came forward and ſaid to me, in 


his name and that of his colleagues, that they could not terminate their 
mĩſſion without expreſſing the ſatisfaction they had felt from the open- 


neſs and candour {Loyaute et Franchiſe) with which I had acted dur- 
ing the whole cf the negotiation, or take leave of me. without expreſ- 
fing their fincere perſonal regrets; that the recollection of my conduct 
would always be agreeable to them, and that it had given me the ſtrong- 
eſt title to their eſtcem and good withes. 

Aſter giving the new Plcnipoientiaries as much time as was neceſ- 
ſary to return to their own houſe, I ſent Mr. Rofs to afk at what hour 
I might return their viſit ; and, in conſequence of their anſwer, I went 
to them, attended by Lord Morpeth and Mr. Ellis. 

I took an opportunity of returning the compliment M. Le Tourneur 
had made me; and I muſt in juſtice repeat, my Lord, what I have al- 
ready fail, that his conduct and that of his colleagues has, in every 
point which has depended on them, been perfectly fiir and honourable, 
and in no inftance contrary to the priaciples they announced, and the 
profeſſions they made. It is therefore impoſſible for me not to regret 
tiem, and not to conſider the change of Negotiators at le: asa very 
unpleaſant, if not a very untortunate incident. | 


(No. 42.) Copy of a Diſpatch from Lord Malmeſbury to Lord Gren- 
ville, dated Liſle, 17th September, 1797. 

MY LOzD, 
I ſhall endeavour in this diſpatch to give your Lordſhip as circum- 
ſtantial an account as my memory will allow me to do, of what has 
paſſed in the two conferences I have held witk the new French Pleni- 


he ſtrongeſt aſſurances of the finc-re 
y the Directory for prace. He obſcrved, that if 
ts deſire had manifeſted itſelf ſo ſtrongly at a moment when the two 
great authorities of the country were at variance, it muſt naturally be- 
come ſtronger and be exerted with more effect when all ſpirit ot diviſion 
was ſuppreited and when the Government was ſtrengthened by the 
perfect concord which now reigns between all its branches: that the 
irt and molt material point to be aſcertained in every negotiation was 
the extent of the full powers with which the negotiators are veſted ; 
that } ſhould find theirs to be very ample; and that, as it was necei- 
lary to the ſucceſs of our diſcuſſious that mine thould be equally fo, 
they had it in command to preſent a note, the object of which was to 
enquire, whether I was authorized to treat on the principle of a ge- 
neral reſlitution of every poſſeſſion remaining in His Majetty's bands, 
not only belonging to them, but to their allles: that I was not unac- 
quainted with their laws and with their treaties ; that à great country 
could not on any occalion act in contradiction to them; avd that, 
aware as I muſt be of this, I could not but expect the queſtion con- 
tained in the note, neither could 3 conceive the requiſition of an ex- 
picit anſwer, previous to entering upon the negotiation, as ariſing 
trom any other motive than that of the moſt perfect with, on the part 
of the Directory, to bring it to a ſucceſsful, and, above all, to a 
peedy concluſion. » 
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? replicd, that if after what I heard [ could allow myſelf to hops 


for ſuch an event as he ſeemed to think probable, or give any credit 
to the pacike diſpoſitions he announced on the part of the French Go. 
vernment, fuch hope muſt arife ſolely from the confidence I might 
on in his aſſurances; fince the meaſure itſelf now adopted by the 
irectory was certainly calculated to make a directly contrary im- 
preſſion on my mind; that I could not conceal from him, that far from 
expe*ting fuch a queſtion, its being now put ſurpriaed me beyond 
meatare, and {ti!! more fo, when from his comment upon it I was to 
in fer, that he wiſhed me to conſider it as tending to promote a ſpect 
paciacation : that the queſtion expreſſed in the note he had Xelivered 
(for he had given it to me, and I had read it over as he ended his 
ſpeech) was word for word the fame as that put to me by his prede. 
ceifors ſo long ago as the 14th of July; that on the 15th 1 had, from 
my own authority, given an anſwer, and that this anſwer I confirmed 
fully and diltinily by order ot my Court on the 24th Julv ; that theſs 
notes had to the pre:ent hour remained unnoticed, and a delay of two 
months had occurred ; that the reaſons afigned for this delay were, ay 
I was repeatedly told, a decided reſolution on the part of the French 
Goverament to liften to the reafonable propoſals made by His Majeſty ʒ 
but that being bound by their engagements with the Court of Madrid 
and the Bataviaa Republic, and wiihing to treat their alhes with due 
con de ration, they were delirous of conſulting with them previous to 
any poſitive declaration, and obtaining f om them a voluntary releaſe 
from thoſe engagements ſuflic:ent to enable the French Plenipotenti- 
aries here to admit the baſis His Majeſty had eſtabliſhed, and to ground 
2 it all future diſcuſons which might ariſe in the courſe of the ne- 
age taat if he had read over the papers left, undoubtedly, in 
is potteticn by his predeceſſors, he would find what I ſtated to be 
ftrictly truc; and that of courſe it could not be dificult to account for 
my {arprize, when, after being told that he and his Colleague were to 
take up the negotiation preciſely where they found it, it now became 
evident that it aas to be flung back to the very point from which we 
arted, and fung back in a way which ſeemed to threaten a concluſion 
verv different from that he foretold. 

1 hall not attempt to follow the French Miniſter through the very 
elaborate and certainly able Speech he made in Reply, with a view to 
convince me that the enquiry into the extent of my Full powers was 
the ſtrongeſt proof the Directory could furniſh of their pacifick inten» 
tion, and the ſhorteſt road they could take to accompliſh the deſired 
end. It was in order to give activity to the negotiation, ( adtiver was 
his Word), and to prevent its ſtagnating, that this demand was made 
fo ſpecifically ; and he intimated to me, that it was impoſſible for the 
Directory to proceed till a full and ſatis factory anſwer had been give$ 
to it. | interrupted him here, by ſaying, their manner of acting ap- 
peared to me calculated to decide the negotiation at once, not to gi 
it activity, ſince it muſt be known, I could not have powers of the 
deſcription he alluded to; and even fuppoling I had, the admitting 8% 
would be in ft neither more ar jefs than a compleat avowal of ths 
Principle itſelf, which once agreed on, nothing would be left to net 
gotiate about. The ather French Plenipetemtiary unterpaſed here, by 
taving, that « vald a be the Caſe ; many Articles would Hill remain to 6» 
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heard ſeemed to prefent freſh diſſiculties. Without replying to me, 


the fir/t-m-ntroned Miniſter went on by endeavouring to prove, has the 
avowal of having powers to a certain extent, did not imply the 
neceſſity of exerciſing them; that it was the avowal along for 
which they contended, in order to determine at once the form 
the negotiation was to take; that the note, and the time preſcribed 
in it, were in conſequence of the moſt poſitive orders from the 
Directory; and that if I drew from it a concluſion different from ie 
aſſurances they had made me in the nam of the Directory, I did not 
make the true inference, I replied, that, although the prefcribing the 
day on whicn the queſtion was to put me as the term within which I 
was to give my anſwer to it, was bath a very unuſual and abrupt 
mode of proceeding, yet as a day was much more than ſuſficient far 
the purpoſe, I ſhould forbear making any particular remark on thi- 
circumſtance : that as to the inference to be drawn from the poſitive 
manner in which they avpeared to maintain the queſtion put to me, I 
really could not make it different from that I had already expre ted: 
that the reverting, after an interval of two months, to a quettion al- 
ready anſwered, and which queſtion involved the fate of the negoiia- 
tion, certainly could not be conlidered as wearing a very conciliatery 
appearance: that in regard to my anſwer, it could not be different 
from that I had given before: that my full powers, which were in 
their hands, were as extenſive as any could be, and it did not depend 
on me to give them more or leſs latitude ; but that in fact their quet- 
tion went not to the extent of my fall powers, but to require of me to 
declare the nature of my inſtructions ; and oa this point they certaialy 
would forgive me if I did not ſpeak out t:!] ſuch time as tac circum- 
ſtances af the negotiation called upon me to do it. 

The French Minifter ſtrove to prove to me, what ke had before at- 
tempted, that the claiming a right of the enquiry into the nature of 
the diſcretionary authority confided in a Miniſter, by no means im- 
plied an intention of 14 of him to act up to it to ĩts utmolt li- 


mits. I obſerved, if no ſuch intention exiſted, why inſtitute the en- 


quiry and if it did exitt, why not ſay fo at once: e faid, what we 
now aſk is little more than a matter of form; when you have given us 
your anſwer, we ſhall follow it up by another flep, which we are or- 
dercd to take. I faid, my anſwer was given two months ago; that al- 
though I was ready to give it them again, and in writing, as one to 
their note, yet, as it could not be different, I did not ice why they 
ſhould not proceed immediately to the other ttep, by which I was told 
the queition was to be followed up. It would be premature, faid :/- 
French Minifter ; but in drawing up your wer, do not forget the 


force of the arguments I have uſed, or in your report to your court, 


the aſſurances we have given of the carneft with of the Directory to 
terminate the war. 

[ replied, that I ſtill muſt maintain, that from the manner in which 
they thought proper to define full powers, I could fee no Diſtinction 
between acknowledging the power and admitting the principle; aud 
that the queſtion itielf could not be put with any other incention— 
(Your Lordſhip will obſerve, from the ſubſequent notes which paſſed 
between us, that I was perfectly grounded in this aſſertion) that in 
my reports, they _—_— be fully aſſured I ſhould act up to that con- 
ciliatory ſpirit, which, from the earlieſt period of the negotiation, had 
always decided my conduct; and that, inauſpicious as appearances 
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were, I certainly would be careful not to make them look hofile. At 
the word hoſtile, both the French Plenipotentiarics were moſt warm 
in their proteſtations, that nothing could be leſs ſo; that the idea of 
the negotiation breaking of was as far from their thoughts as from 
their withes. I faid, that although I heard this with plcaſure, yet [ 
could not avoid adverting to facts, and that, when inflead of an anſ- 
wer., and the favourable anfwer which 1 had every reaſon to expect, 
T :eceived oniy the repetition of a demand, which had been already 
fatish.d two months ago; I certainly could not think this a good 
omen. If it did not bode an immediate rupture of the treaty, it aſ- 
ſuredly did rot znnounce a near and ſucceſsful termination of it. The 

602 - mentioned Auer peruſted I was miſtaken; that the buſineſs 
wou'd.end tpeccily ; that ſpced was their with, and ſpeed with peace 
for its object. 8 5 

On breaking up cvr conference, I faid, that I took it for granted 
we ſhould mcet again at the uſual hour, on Sunday. He fail, that it 
2 mig it not be ncceſſary, but tant they certainly would let me 

nov in time; aud this conveyed to me the firſt idea of what has fince 
taken place. i 

i incioze your Lordſhip the note A, I received in this conference 
from the French Plenipotentiaries, and the anſwer B, which I made 
to it yeſterday morning at 10 A. M. 

At 6 P. M. te note C was tranſmitted to me; to which at 8 P. M. 
I returned the anſwer D, by Mr. Refs, whom I ſent in order that he 
might bring me the paſſports I aſked for; but at a quarter before 10 
P. M. M. Derche, Secretary of the French Legation, delivered to me 
the paper marked E; and this morning at 9 A. M. I replicd by the 
note F, which immediately produced that marked G. 

The notes ſent me by the French Plenipotentiaries ſpeak for them- 
ſelves; and it is unncceſſary to enter into any reflexions on them. I 
am willing to hope that the anſwers I have made were ſuch as became 
the ſituation in which I ſtand, the importance of the cauſe intruſted to 
me, and the ſteady but temperate conduct which the ſpirit of my in- 
ſtructions injcin me to hold. | 

It was my win to give every opening to the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries to recal the violent ſtep they had taken; and, if poſſible, to 
convince them of its extreme umpropriety. Andl it was with this view, 
and with a moſt anxious deſire not to exclude all hope of the reſtoration 
of Peace, that determined on ſuggeſting the idea of our meeting once 
wore before I left Lille. g 

This meeting took place to-day at noon; I opened it by obſerving, 
That the ſeveral notes they had received from me fince the preceding 
evening had bceu too 3 of the ſurprize 1 felt at the meaſure 
the Directory had thought proper to adopt, to make it neceſſary for 
me to enlarge upon it in this conference; and indeed my'fole motive 
for ſuggeſting that it might be for our mutual ſatisfaction that it ſhould 
be held, was, becauſe this meaſure appeared to me to be in ſuch direct 
contradiction to the very ſtrang aſſurances I had fo conſtantly and re- 
peatedly heard from them, and to the pacific intentions with which they 
declared they were ſent, that it was my earneſt with (before I conſider- 
ed their conduct as forcing me to a ſtep which muſt ſo materially affect 
the ſucceſs of the negonation), to be perfectly certain that I under- 
ſtood clearly and diſtinctly the preciſe meaning of their official notes. 
On their admitting that nothing could be mors reaſonable than that I 
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ſhould, on ſo important a point, require ion, or more fatis- 
factory to them than to give it me (as far as "ay in their 12. I pro- 
ceeded by ſaying, that it appeared to me that I was called upon to pro- 
duce immediately my full powers, or rather my inſtructions (for how- 
cver different theſe were in themſelves, in their demand they ſeemed 
conſtantly blended), and that if either J refuſed to conſent to this, or 
iH on conſenting to it, it was found that I was not authorized to treat 
en the principle they laid down, I was then in the ſpace of twenty- 
ſour hours to leave Lille, and return to my Court; and that I was 
required to obtain full authority to admit this 1222 if it was 
vwithed the negotiation ſhould proceed. This I ſaid appeared to me to 
be the evident ſenſe of the notes, and I begged to know whether I had 
miſtaken it or not. One of the French Plen:potentiaries ſiaid, You have 
« underſtood it exactly; I hope you equally underſtand the intention 
« of the French Government, which 1+ to accelerats peace by re- 
„ moving every obſtacie which ſtands in itz way.“ 

I replied, that having now no doubt left on my mind as to their 
exact meaning, and being quite ſure notwithſlanding the obſervation 
they had made, gue j aba ſaifs la veritable Intentio: de leur Note, it 
would, 1 feared, be a very unprofitable employment of our time to 
argue cither on the nature of the principle they announced as a fine u 
non, to even à preliminary diſcuſũon, or on the extreme arfaculty of 
reconciling the peremptory demand win which they opened their 
miſſion, to che paciſic profeſſions that accompanied it ; that if they were 
determined to verſiſt in this demand, it was much better to avoid all 
uſeleſs altercation; and nothing in that caſe remained for me to do, but 


to ask for my paſiports, and to fignify to them my intention of leaving 


France at an early hour nex: morning. They faid, they had their 
hands tied by an Arretet of ite Dire Sry, and were bound to obſerve, 
the conduct they had tullowed by tte mott poſitive orders; and al- 
though we remained togeiicr ſome time longer, not a hint dropped 
from them expreſſi ve of a with that, inftead ot going myſelf for new 
initruciions, 1 thould either write tor them by a meſſenger, or obtain 
them by ſending © England one of the gentlemen who are with me. 
I erdeavoured by every indirect means to ſuggeſt to them the neceſſity 
of adopting ſome ſuch modiſication, if they meant that their withes for 
peace, in the expreſſion uf which they were this morning more eager 
than ever, ſhould meet with the ſlighteſt degree of credit: I again 
brought to their recollection that I was authorized to receive any pro- 
poſal, any contre-projet they tendered to me, but that they mutt be 
aware that it was not poſſible foi me to altar the orders I had received, 
or to aſſume an authority with which I was not inveſted. I dwelt par- 
ticularly and repeatedly on my being competent tu take any thing they 
ſaid for reference; but this availed nothing, except drawing from one 
of them a remark, that the full powers which authorized a Miniſter to 
propoſals, were widely different from thoſe which would enable 
him to accede to them; and chat it was ſuch full powers that the Di- 
vired me to ſolicit. 
An eaſy anſwer preſented itſelf to this mode of reaſoning ; but 1 
ſaw no advantage to be derived from prolonging a converſation, wh 
after the poſitive declaration they had made, could lead to nothing: 
I therefore ended the conference by declaring my reſolution to begin 
my journey at a very early hour the next morning, and by ſay ing, what 
| | immediately 
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[46 1 
immediately on my arrival in England I would make an exact report 
of every thing that had paſſed ſince their arrival. 

I truſt, my Lord, I ſhall not incur cenſure for _ declined to 
offer in diſtin& terms to wait at Lille till I could know his Majeſty's 
Pleaſure on the peremptory propoſal made to me: But when I confider. 
ed the nature of the propoſal itielf, the avowal that this would not be the 
, nor perhaps the moſt humiliating condition required of us, and 
the imperious ſlyle with which [ was, enjoined to depart in twenty-four 
hours, it was utterly impoſſible for me to aſſume a language or affect 
a manner that could be interpreted into ſolicitation or entreaty : l felt 
myſelf called upon to treat the whole of this extraordinary proceed. 
ing with calmneſs and temper ; and notwithſtanding the deep and po- 
ignant concern I mult feel at an event which I fear will remove all 
probability of an immediate pacification, I truſt that in the expreſſion 
of this ſentiment I have not uſed a language unbecoming the character 
with which I am inveſted, or the greatneſs of the Sovereign and Coun- 
try whole dignity and intereſts it 1s my primary duty to conſult and to 
to maintain. . 


1 have the honour to be 
with great reſpect, my Lord, 
your 4 moſt obedient 
ſervant, < 3k. 
- Q (Signed) MALMESBURT. 


(No. 43. A.) Note. From the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord 
Malmeſbury. | 


The underfigned Minifters Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic, 
commiſſioned to treat of peace with England, have the honour to aſſure 
Lord Malmeſbury, Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majetty, 
that the French Government wiſhes as ſincerely, as {trongly as ever, a 
peace, defired by the two nations : but, unable to conclude any other 
peace than ſuch a one as is founded on the laws and on the treaties 
which bind the French Republic, perſuaded that, to arrive at this end, 
it is neceſſary to explain itſelf with entire frankneſs, and defirous of 
giving to the negotiation the greateſt rapidity, the Executive Direc- 
tory has expreſsly charged the underiigned to demand of Lord Mal- 
meſbury, whether he has ſufficient powers for reſtoring, in the treaty 
. which may be pes. to wel French 9 and to its Allies, all 

the ons which, ſince the inning of the war, have paſſed into 
the [=> af the Engliſh. « 1 : . 

The underſigned are equally charged by the Executive Directory to 
demand from Lord Malmeſbury an auſwer in the courſe of the day. 
"They requeſt him to accept the aſſurances of their high conſideration. 


Signed) TREILHARD, 
e BONNUR, | 


Liſte, 29 Fructidor, 
5th year ot the Republic, 
(Sept. 15, 1797.) | | 
By the Miniſters Pleni riary of the 
French Kepublic, the Sec, Gen. 


(No. 44. 
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extent of his full powers, he conſiders himſelf as having already — 


15 J 
(No. 44- B.) Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French Plenipo- 


- tenfiarics. 

The underſigned Minifter Plenipoteatiary of his Britannic Majeſty 
receives with great farisfaftion the expreſſion of the fincere defire for 
peace, which the Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic 
announced to him yeſterday in the name of their government. He has 
the honour to aſſure them that the King his maſter is animated with 
the ſame defire, and has nothing more at heart than to put an end ta 
the calamities of the war. 

With regard to the queſtion which the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of 
the French Republic addreſſed to Lord Malmeſbury, concerning the 


the moſt unequivocal anſwer upon this ſubject, in the two notes w 
he delivered to their predeceſſors on the 15th and 24th. of July. 

However, to — J. all miſunderſtanding, he renews the declaration 
which he made yeſterday ; that is to ſay, that he neither can or ought 
to treat upon any other principle than that of compenſations; a prin- 
ciple which has been formally recognized as the baſis of a treaty equally 
juſt, honourable, and advantageous to tae two powers. 

Lord Malime{bury requeſts the Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic to accept the aſſurances of his high conſideration. 

(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
Liſle, Saturday 16th + 1797. 
10 A. M. 


(No. 45. C.) Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord Mal. 
- meibury. 

The Minifters Plenipotentiaries of * French Republic, commiĩſſion- 
cd to treat of peace with England, have the honour to acknowledge 
the receipt of the anſwer of Lord Malmeſbury to the note which was 
preſented to him in the conference of yeilerday. 

It appears from this anſwer, and from the two notes of the 2 ch and 
24th of July, to which it refers, that Lord Malmeſbugy has not powers 
for agreeing to the reſtitution of all the poſſefions which his Britannic 
— occupies, whether from the French Republic, or from us al- 


In conſequence, while they reiterate to Lord Malmeſbury the mot 
poſitive aſſurances of the ſentiments of the French Government, the 
underſigned apprize him of a decree of tue Executive Directory, which 
ſignifies that, in caſe Lord Malmeſbury ſhall declare himfelf not to have 
the neceſſary powers for agreeing to all the reſtitutions which the laws 
and the treaties which bind the French Republic, make indiſpenſahle, 
he ſhall be to return, in four-ani-twenty hours, to bis Court, to ak 
for ſufficient powers. Lord Malmeſbury can fee in this determination, 
of the Execuuve Directory nothing elſe than an intention to haſten the 
moment when the negotiation may be followed up with the certainty 
.of a ſpeedy concluſion. | 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic requeſt Lord 
Malmeibury to accept the aflurance of their high conſideration. 

(Signcd)» TRELILHARD. 
BONNIER. 
By the Miniſters Plenipotentiaries, the Sec. Gen. of the Legation, 


DERCHE. 
iſle, 30 FruQtidor, 5th Year of the | 
Republik. (Sept. 16, 1797.) 
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(No. 46. D.) Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French Plenipo- 


: to thi 
3 whiCc' 

The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty relat 
has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note of this day, ampl 
which has been ſent him by the Minifters Plenipatentiary of the French cxtet 


of h. 

= regret he may experience at ſeeing the of a ſpeed in ar 
conciliation thus deſtroyed, 2 return no . be == to a faſt help 
fo abſolute to contiaue the negotiation on grounds which appeared to the! 
have been already a upon, than by demanding the neceſſary paſſ- and- 
for himſelf his faite, in order that they may ſet off within ne ve 

the four-and-twenty hours, and return immediately to England. of t 
He requeſts the Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to mea 
accept the aſſurances of his high conſideration, ſelf, 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. and 

Liſle, Saturday, 16th September, 8. P. M. 2 


(No. 47. E.) Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord ma) 


Malmeſbury. Ten 

The under6gned Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, MW *** 

commiſſioned to treat * with England, have the honour to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of Lord Malmeſbury's anſwer to the note which 

they addreſſed to him this day. (N 


They think it right to obſerve to him, that he does not appear to 
have ſeized the real meaning of their note; that it by no means con- 
tains refuſal to continue the negotiations, but, on the contrary, the 
means for giving them activity, and for following them up with a ſuc- 
ceſs, no leſs le to the two nations, than it would be flattering 
do the minifters charged with the conduct of them. 

The French Government is ſo far from entertaining the intentions 
which the note of Lord Malmefbury appears to impute to them, that 
the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have received no 
order to quit Liſle, after the departure of the Minifter Ylenipotentiary 
of his Britannic Majeſty. 


The Minilers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic requeſt Lord 1 
Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurances of. their high conſideration. 
| (Signed) TREILHARD. L 
BONNIER. 


By the Miniſters Planipotentiary, the Sec. Gen. of the Legation, 


DERCHE. 
Liſle, 30 Fruftidor, 5th year of the French 
Republic. (Sept. 16, 1797.) 


(Xo. 43. F.) Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French Plenipo- 


tentlaries. 


The underſigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majeſty . 
has the honour to acknowledge the reccipt of the note which the Mi- 
rafters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic tranſmitted to him yeſ- 
terday, through the hands of the Secretary Genera] of the Legation. 
He thinks he cannot anſwer it better than by ſubmittieg to them in his 
turn the following obſervations. | na | 


* 
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That having already by his note, dated July 24, and in obedience 


to the expreſs orders of his Court, given an anſwer to the queſtion 
which is now ſo unexpettedly renewed, a queſtion, that in appearance 
relates ſolely to the limits of his full powers (which are in the mot 
ample form), but which does in fact require a declaration of the whole 
extent of his inftruftions ; and not being authorized to quit the place 
of his deſtination without the expreſs orders of the King his Maſter, 
in any caſe except that of the rupture of the —— ; he could not 
help conſidering a note enjoining him, in conſequence of a decree of 
the Executive Directory, to return to his court in the ſpace of four- 
and-twenty hours, as ill calculated to accelerate the conc: uition of peace: 
nevertheleſs, to anſwer the aſſurances of the Miniſters Plenipotentiary 
of the French Republic, and to retlify his deüre to ſete tneir real 
meaning, with reſpe& to which he ſhouid be very forry to deceive him- 
ſelf, he thinks that it would be more ſatisfactory to meet once more; 
and if the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic ſhould be 
of the ſame opinion, Lord Malmeibury would propoſe that this meet- 
ing ſhould cake place at an earlier hour than uſual, in order that he 
may have time to take ſuch ſteps as the reſult of their conference may 
render neceſſary. He defires the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic to accept the aſſurances of his high confideration. 


(Signed) MALMES&URY. 


Liſle, Sunday, Sept. 17, 1797- . 
(No. 49. G.) Note from the 7 Plenipotentiaries to Lord Mal. 
metbury. 


The underſigned Minifters Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic, 
commiſſioned to treat of peace with England, have the honour to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of the note which the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of 
His Britannic Majett has tranſmitted to them this morning, referring 
to the notes addreſſed to Lord Malmeſbury on the 29th — zoth Fruc- 
tidor, and eſpecially to the firſt of yeſterday; they agree to the meetin 
which Lord Malmeſbury appears to deũre, and propoſe the hour 
noon 


They requeſt Lord Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurances of their high 
conſideration. 
(Signed) TREILHARD. 


BONNIER. 
Liſte, iſt Complementary Day, 5th year of 
the French Republic, (17 Sept. 1797)- 
y the Miniſtery Plenipotentiazy, 
the Sec. Gen. of the —— 
DERCHE. 


(No. 50.) Diſpatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmeſbury, dated 
Downing-Street, Sept. 22, 1797. 


MY LORD, 
L have had the honour of laying before His Majefty your Lordſbip's 


iſpatches, in which you have given an account of the extraor 
conduct of the new Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic, of the an- 
ſwers given by your Lordſhip to their unjuſtifiable demand, and of your 
conſequent departure from Liſle. | 
- I have the ſatisfaction to be able to aſſure your Lordſhip that His Ma- 
jeſty has been pleaſed — entire approbation of 8 
a 's 
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ſhip's jadicious and temperate conduct in the unprecedented ſituation in 
which you were placed, and of the manner in which you expreſſed 

f, both in vour Official Notes, and in your converſations with 
the French Plenipotentiaries, as well as of that in which you have 
conducted yourſelf during the whole courfe of the negotiation, which 

ſeems too likely to be now brought to its cloſe. 
As it appears, however, that fome further anſwer will probably be ex- 
pected by the French Government to their late — tianey emand, 
notwithſtanging the full aud conclaſive reply given in your Loraſhip's 
notes, I have received the King's commands to tranſmit to you the in- 
cloſed draft of a note, which it is His Majeſty's pleaſu e that your Lord- 
ſhip ſhould tranſmit to the Plenipotentiaries at Liſle, by a meſſenger 
whom I ſhall direct to be in readineſs for that purpoſe. 
(Signed)  GRENVILLE. 
Right Honourable Lord Malmeſbury. 
(No. 51.) Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French Plenipotentia- 
ries. | 
The underfigned Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Maj 

has rendered to his Court a fa thful account of the 9 
have interru>ted the exerciſe of thoſe important functions which His 
Majeſty has been pleaſed to entruſt to him. His Majeſty has deigned 
to honour with his entire approbation the anſwers which the underſign- 


ed has already made to the extraordinary and unexpected demands which 


the new Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic addreſſed to him im- 
mediately upon their arrival at Liſle. | 

Bur in order to leave no doubt reſpecting the nature and object of 
this demand, the underſigned has been expreſsly ordered to declare, in 
the name of his Court: | 

I. That the full powers with which His Majeſty had thought proper 
to furniſh him for negotiating and concluding a Treaty of Peace, are 
conceived and expreſſed ia the moſt ample form, authorizing the under. 
ngned fully, and without reſerve, to ſigu any treaty which he might 
agree with the French Plenipotentiaries, whatever its nature or condi- 
tions might be; Conforming himſelf in all caſes to the inſtructions which 
he might receive from his Court. 

II. That theſe full powers have been received and recognized as ſuf. 
ficient, as well by the Plenipotentiaries with whom he has hitherto 
treated, as by the Directory themſelves, and that there is conſequently 
no room for any new diſcuſſion upon a ſubje& which has already been 
cloſed by common agreement, and which moreover is not liable to any 
doubt or dim̃culty ever; every thing which has been done hitherto 
upon this ſubjze&, being entirely conformable ro cuſtoms long eſtabliſh- 
ed and recognized by all the nations of Europe. 

III. That the demand of the Directory therefore, in reality, refers 
not to the full powers of the unlerſigned, but to the extent of his in- 
ſtructions, of which the Directory could not, under any circumſtances, 
require any communication, further than as the underſigned himſelf 
might judge ſuch a communication conducive to the ſucceſs of the nego- 
tiation ; and that very far from being in a ſituation to be called upon 
for any new explanations whatever, the underſigned had every reaſon to 
expect, from the repeated communications which had been made to him 
by the French Plenipotentiaries, that he ſhould immediately receive a 


which had beeg ſuſ, for more than two months. 
goriativu uſpended w F. u. 
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TV. That the Court of London had good reaſon to be ſtill more 
aſtoniſhed at the ſubſtance of the new demand made to the underſigned; 
a demand relating to preliminary conditions which had already been 
rejected at the very commencement of the negotiation, and from which 
the French Plenipotentiarics had in effect departed, by a forma! notin- 
cation of the meaſures which the Directory were in conſequence taki 
for the purpoſe of coming to ſome arrang ment with their allies. 

v. That it is therefore only by conſenting to treat upon the baſis of 
the projet, detailed with ſo much openneis, which was preſented by 
the und- ri!gned a few days after hs arrival at Lille, or by returning 2 
contre projet of a conciliatory nature, agr-eab y to the aſſurances winch 
he received ſo long ago, that it app ars pom̃ble to continue the nego- 
tiation, u nich the Plenipotentiaries have fo ſtrongly aſſured him that 
the Directory did not wiſh to break off, not vithſt nding tne meaſures 
Ltely adopted with reſpect to him: A meaſure which tae underigned 
forbears to characte. ize, but which could not fail to produce in this 
country the impreſſion of a diſpoũtion by no means pacific on the part 
ot the Directory. | 

The underſigned is directed to add, that His Majeſty would fee with 
real regret the certainiy of the exiftence af ſuch a diſpotition, fo little 
compatible with the ardent defire with which he is animated to retore 

eace to the two nations; but that if, witnzoat having himſelf contri- 
ted to it on his part, he ihould again find himſelf under tae neceſſity 
of concinuing the war, he will conduct himſelf upon every occation 
agreeably to the ſame principles, doing every thing whica can depend 
upon him for the re- eſtabliſhment of peace, but perſiſting to detend, 
— the dignity of nis crown, and the intereſts 
of his people. 

The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majefty requeſts. the 

Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to accept the aſſurance 


of his high conſideration. 
(Signed} MALMESBURY, 
London, the 22d of September 1797. 
(No. 52.) Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord Malmeſ- 
| bury. 


The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, commiſſioned 
to treat of peace with England, has received the note, dated from Lon- 
don, which has been brought to them by an extraordinary meſſenger, 
from Lord Malmeſbury. They have the honour to anſwer to him, that 
their note of the 29th Fructidor, to which they refer, offered the 
double . ſſurance of the ſettled intention of the French Government to 
continue the negotiations for peace, and of its conitant determination 
not to agree to any other conditions than ſuch as are compatible with 
the dignity of the French Republic. 

A peace, of which the baſis ſhould be contrary to the laws, or to the 
engagements taken with its allies, would never fati-iy the hopes of the 
nation. It is a point from which the Executive Directory has never de- 
parted, and upon which its ſentiments have never varied. 

Lord Malmeſbury having formally declared in his notes of the 15th 
and 24th of July, and in the laſt inftance in that of the 17ta September, 
that he had not the powers neceſſary for reſtoring the Dutch Spani 
poſſeſũons, occupied dy the troops of His Britannic Majeſty, the Exe- 
cutive Directory has given a pew proof of its openneſs, and of its jo 
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fire to accelerate the concluſion of peace, in requiring Lord Malmeſ. 
Þury to return to his court, for the purpoſe of obtaining the authority, 
without which, he cannot conclude : a meaſure rendered neceſſary by 
the declaration of the Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Ma. 
jeſty, and upon which it is impoſſible to give a wrong impreſſion to any 
thiaking and impartial mind. | . 

The Minitters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic requeſt Lord 
Malmeſbury to accept the aſſurances of their high conſideration. 


(Signed) TREILHARD. 
BONNIER. 
Lifle, 4th Vendemiaire, 5th * of the * 
Republic, (Sept. 25, 1797. | 
* " DERCHE. 
(No. 53-) Note from the muy Plenipotentiaries to Lord Malmef 
ury. 


The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, charged to 
treat for peace with England, have the honour to inform Lord Mal. 
meſbury, that havirg tent a copy of his laſt note to their Government, 
the Executive Directory has directed them to deckre in its name: 
That it has never ceaſ:d to wiſh for peace; That it gave an unequi- 
vocal proof of the ſentiment which an mates it, when it ordered the 
Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the Republic to require a categorical ex- 
planation as to tue powers given by the tnglifh Government to its Mi- 
viiter Plenĩipotentiary: That this demand had, and could have, no other 
object but to briag the negotiation to a ſpeedy and ſucceſsful iſſue. 

That the order given to the Ylenipotentiarics of the Republic to 
remain at Liſle after the departure of Lord Maimeibury, is another 
proof that the Directory had defired and foreieen his return with 
powers that ſhould not be illuſory, and the limitation of which ſhould 
no longer be a pretext for delaying the concluſion of peace: 

That tuch are ſtill the hopes and intentions of the Exccutive Direc- 
tory, which enjoins the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the Republic not 
to quit Liſle till the continued abſence of the Negatiator ſhould no 
longer leave any doubt of the intention of his Britannic Majeſty to 
break off all negotiation. 7 

That conſequently the 25th Vendemaire (16th of October old ſtyle 
is the period Feed for the recall of the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic, ſuppoling that, at that time, the Miniſter Plenipo- 
tentiary of his Britannic Majeſty ſhall not have arrived at Lifle. 

The Executive Directory will feel the greateſt regret that a recon- 
ciliation, already twice attempted, ſhould not be perfected ; but its 
conſcience, and the whole of Europe, will bear it teſtimony, that it is 
the Engliſh Government alone that will have inflicted the ſcourge of 
war upon the two nations, | 

The Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic entreat the 
Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majeſty to accept the aſſuran- 
ces of their high confideration. 

; (Signed) - TREILHARD. 
BONNIER, | 
Liſle, 10th Vendemiaire, 6th year of the French 


Republic, (October 1, 1797. 
The Sec. of Legation, 


(No. 


No. 


. obſerving, at the ſame time, that the King 


would be reſpected 


153 ] 


(No. 54.) Note from Lord Malmeſbury to the French Plenipoten- 


tiat ies. 


The underſigned havin laid before the King's Miniſtry the note of 
the Plenipotentiaries of 
. them. 


French Republic, is directed to obſerve to 
That it is only in conſequence of the formal and poſitive injunQtion 


of the Directory that he quitted Liſle ; that his powers were neither i- 
luſory nor limited; and that nothing was omitted on his part to acce- 


lerate the negotiation, which has been only retarded by the delays of 
the Directory, and which at this moment is only ſuſpended by its act. 
With regard to the renewal of the conferences, the underſigned can 


only refer to his laſt note, where he has explained with frankneſs and 


preciſion, the only means which remain for continuing the negotaticng 
could no longer treat in an 
enemy's country, without being certain that the cuſtoms eſtabluhed 
amongſt all civilized nations, with regard to public Miniſters, and eſpe- 
cially to thoſe og to negotiate for the re-ettablifament of peace, 
or the future in the perſon of His Plenipotenuary. 

The Miniſter Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majety requetts the 
Miniſters Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to accept tac aflurance 
of his high conſideration. | 
(Signed) 


MALMESBURY. 
London, 5th October, 1797. 


HIS-MATJESTY'S SPEECH 


On opening the preſent Seſſon of Parliament: 


o Mr Loads axd GexTLEMEN, 


It is matter of great concern to me, that the earneſt enCeavovrs 
which I have continued to employ, fince I lat met you in Parlament, 
to reitore to my ſubjects the bleſhngs of peace, on tecure and honoura- 
ble terms, have unhappily been rendered ine ffectual. 

The Declaration which I have cauſed to be publiſhed, and rhe orher 
papers which I have directed to be laid before you, will, 1 am conht- 
dent, abundantly prove to you, and to the world, that every Rep has 
been taken on my part, which could tend to accelerate the concluton 
of peace ; and that the long delay and final rupture of the negotiation 
are ſolely to be aſcribed to the evaſive corduE, the unwarramable 
pretenſions, and the inordinate ambition of thoſe with whom we have 
to contend, and, above all, to their inveterate animotity againſt theſe 
kingdoms, 
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dere the fulleſt reliance, under the bleſſings of Providence, on the 


vigour and witdom of your counſeis, and on the zeal, magnanimity, 
and courage, of a great anc free people, ſenſible that they are contend- 
ing for their dear-!t intere s, and determined to ſhew themſelves wor- 
thy of the bleſſi gs which they are ſtruggling to preſerve. 

Compelled as we are, by ihe mot ev1dent neceſſity, to perſevere in 
the deience of all that is dear to us, till a more juſt and pacinck ſpirit 
ſhall prevail on the part of the enemy, we have the fatisfattion of 
knowing that we poſſeſs means and reiources proportioned to the ob- 
jects which are at itake. | 

During the period of hoſtilities, and under the unavoidable preſſure 
of accumulated burdens, our revenue has continued highly! productive, 
our national induſtry has been extended, and our commerce has ſur- 

its former limits. 

The public ſpirit of my people has been eminently diſplayed ; my 
troops, of every deſcription, have acquired freſh claims to the eſteem 
agd admiration of their country; and the repeated ſucceſſes of my navy 
over all our different enemies, have been recently crowned by the fig - 

ard deciſive victory with which Providence has rewarded the ex- 
ertions of my fleet under the command of Admiral Lord Duncan. 

Noevent could be attended with more important and beneficial con- 
ſequences, or jorm a more brilliant addition to the numerous and heroic 
exploits which, in the courſe of the preſent war, have raiſed to a pitch 
kitherto unequalled the naval glory of the country. 


GrxTLEzMEN oF THE Houss of Counons, 


J have directed the eſtimates for the enſuing year to be laid before 
Fou. The ate of the war, joined to the happy conſequences of our 


recent ſucceſs, will, I traſt, admit of ſome diminution of expence, con- 


fiſtently with the vigorous efforts which our ſituation indiſpeniably re- 
quires. In confidering what may be the beſt mode of defray ing the 
heavy experce which will ſtill be unavoidable, you will, 1 am per- 
ſuaded, bear in mind that the preſent crius nt co every motive to 
anima te you to the moſt effeQual and ſpirited exertions ; the true value 


of ar y 3 ſacrifices, which you may find necefiary tor this pur- 


pole, can only be eſtimated ty comparing trem with the importan 

cf tupporting effectually our pubiix credit, and convincing the enem 
that, v hile we retzin an ardent deſire tor the concluſiou of peace on 
ſafe and honourable terms, we poſſeis the means, as well as the deter- 
mina tion, to ſupport with vigour di is arduous conteſt, as long as it may 
be neceſſary tor maintaining the faf-ty, honour, aud independence of 
theſe kingdoms. 


Mr LozvDs axd GexTLEMEX, 


After the experience I have had of your loyalty and attachment to 
me, and of your anxious regard for the intereits of my ſubjects, I have 
only to recommend to you a perſeverance in the ſame principles and 
conduct, 

Ihe events of every day muſt more and more impreſs you with a 
zuſt ſenſe of the bleſſings which we derive from our civil and religious 
eſablilitments, and which have ſo long diſtinguiſhed us among all the 
rations of Europe, Theſe bleſſings can only be preſerved by inculca- 
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ting and enforcing a due reverence and ohedience to the laws, by re- 
preting with promaptitud? every attempt to diſturb our iuternal tran- 
qu ll ty, and by mantaining inviolat- that happy Conſtitatioa which 
we inherit from our anc2{tors, on wiich the ſecurity and happineſs of 
every claſs of my ſubjects eiſentially depend. 


AbbRkss of Tas Housz or Loa ss. 


MosT GrAcious SOVEREIGN, 


We, your Majeſty's moſt dutifal and loyal ſubjefts the Lords Spiri- 
tnal and Temporal, in Parliament affembled, beg leave to return your 
Majeſty our humble thanks for your Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech 
from the Throne; and to expreſs to your Majeſty the juſt ſenſe which 
we entertain of your Majeſty's paternal anxiety for the welfare of your 
ſubjets, manifeſted in the earneſt defire expreſſed by your Majeſty for 
the reſtoration of peace on ſecure and honourable terms. 

We return your Majeſty our humble thanks for the commnr:ic2tions 
which you have directed to be laid before us; and we affure your Ma- 
jeſty, that we ſhall proceed, without delay, to the conſideration cf thoſe 
meaſures, which the circumſtances of the preſent criũs require; and 
that, while we 11 with your Majeſty in the concern which your 
Majefty feels at the failure of your earneſt endeavours to procure for 
your people the bleſſings of peace, we are fully confident, from the 
uniform tenour of your Majeſty's conduct, that every ſtep has been 
taken by your Majeſty which could tend to accelerate that object; and 
that it is to the unwarrantable pretenſions and inordinate ambition of 
the enemy, and, above all, to their inveterae animoſity againſt theſe 
kingdoms, that the long delay and final rupture of the negotiation are 
to be aſcribed. 

We intreat your Majeſty to believe that, impreſſed as we are with 
the neceſſity and the magnitude of the conteſt in which we are engaged. 
as well as of the value of the intereſts which we have at ftake, no exer- 
tions will be wanting on our part to enable your Majeſty to protecur= 
the war with vigour, until a more juſt and pacific ſpirit ſhall prevail on 
the part of the enemy ; and to emoloy, in the defence of every thing 
that is deareſt to us, thoſe means and reſources which the preſent fitus- 
tion of our country holds out. 

We aſſure your Majeſty that we reflect with peculiar ſatisfaction on 
the public ſpirit which has been diſplayed by your Majeſty's ſubjects, 
and on the conduct by which your Majeſty's troops, of every deicrip- 
tion, have acquired freſh claims to our eſteem and admiration. 

We are particularly deſirous of embracing the earlieſt opportunity to 
offer to your Majeſty our warm and heartfelt congratulations on that 
ſignal and deciſive victory which has crowned the ſerics of ſplendid ſuc- 
ceſſes obtained by your Majeſty's fleets over all our different enemies 
in the courle of the preſens war; a victory no leſs important in its 
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eonſ-quences, than glorious in its circumſtances by which it is diſtin- 

iſh-d. | 
r We are deeply ſenſible of the manner in which your Majeſty is pleaſed 
to expreſs your gracious acceptance of our beſt endeavours to teſtify by 
our conduct our anxtous regard for the intereſts: of our country, and our 
invariable attachment to your Majeſty's perſon and government. 

Senſible of the bleſſings which, under your Majeity's paternal care, 
are derived to us from our civil and religious eſtabliſhments, and which 
diſtingui'h us from among all the nations of Europe; and perſuaded that 
theſe bicfings can only be preſerved by inculcating and enforcing a due 
reverence and obedience to the laws, and by repreſſing with prompti- 
tude every attempt to Giſtuch our internal tranquilliiy,—it ſhall be the 
firſt object of our attention to contribute, by every means in our power, 
to the maintenance of that happy Conſtitution which we inherit from 
our anceſtors, and on which the ſecurity and happineſs of every claſs of 
your Mjeicy's ſubjects eſlentially depend. 


His ManresTY's Mos T GRACIOUS Ax sWwIR. 


My Loxps, 


I thank yor: for this loyal, dutiful, and affetionate addre/;. 

Is a criſis of fo much importance to the ſecurity and happineſs of every c 
of My fubjeds, it is a great ſatisfaftion to Me to know that you entertain a 
guſt ſenſe of the nature, magnitude, and nece/ity of the conteſt in which wwe arc 
engaged; and that I may rely with confidence on your en in My fixed and 
wnailterable determination to maintain to the utmoſt the Iaavs, liberties, and 
religion of My people, and the dignity, hinour, and independence of My kitg- 
doms. 


»4 


Taz nuMuBLEs ADDrxEss OF THE Hoven 9 Couu ons 10 
THE KixG., - 


MosT cr Acious Soy IIA EIA, 


We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and leyal ſubjects, the Commons of 
Great Britain, in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to return your Ma- 
Jety our humble thanks for your moſt gracious ſpeech from the Throne, 
and for the communication of the declaration, and the other papers re- 
ſpecting the Negotiation with France, which your Majeſty has been 


gracioully pleaſed to direct to be laid before us. 


Permit us to aſſure your Majeſty, that we ſhall not fail to apply our- 
ion 
of 


ſelves, with the utmoſt diligence and attention, to the co 


nere 


3 
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of the meaſures which the preſent eriſis requires; but we cannot re- 
frain from expreſſing, at the earlieſt moment, our firm det:rmination 
to afford your Majeſty the moſt effectual ſupport in refiſting every un- 
warrantable pretenfion, and checking every attempt diftated by inor - 
dinate ambition on the part of thoſe with whom we have tq contend. 

We entertain a firm perſuaſion, that all your Majeſty's faithful ſub- 
jets feel as they ought the value of the bleſſings which they are ſtrug- 

ling to preſerve, and will not fail, in every ficuation, to ſupport your 

lajeſty, in defence of their eſſential intereſts, with zeal, magnanimity, 
and courage, worthy of a great and free people: and we muſt, at the 
preſent moment, obſerve, with peculiar ſatisfaction, the proofs afford - 
ed of our means and internal reſources in the flouriſhing ſtate of the 
revenue, induſtry, and commerce, of the country. 

With the utmoſt gratitude we acknowledge the ſenſe which your 
Majeſty expreſſes of the public ſpirit which has been fo eminently diſ- 
played by your people, and of the conduct of your Majeity's troops of 
every deſcription, which has juſtly entitled them to the additional 
citeem and admiration of their country. ; 

And we moſt heartily congratulate your Majeſty on the fignal and 
decifive victory with which Providence has rewarded the exertions of 
your fleet under the command of Admiral Lord Duncan; an event 
which has crowned the repeated maritime ſucceſſes obtained over all 
our enemies, and has, indeed, afforded a brilliant addition to the nu- 
merous and heroic exploits which, in the courſe of the preſent war, 
have raiſed to the higheſt pitch the naval glory of the country. 

It will afford us great ſatisfaction to Ind that any branches of our 
expence will admit of reduction, conſiſtently with the continuance of 
thoſe vigorous efforts which muſt be neceſſary far our ſafety, and 
which, at ail events, cannot fail to bg attended with heavy expence. 
In confidering what may be the beſt mode of defraying it, we ſhall, un- 
doubtedly, bear in mind the nature of the preſent criſis; a: d, in eftt- 
mating the value of any temporary ſacrifices, we ſhall not loſe fight of 
the infinite importance. of ſupporting effectually our public credit, and 
of convincing tae enemy that, while we join in yqur Majeſty's anxious 
deſire for the goncluſion of peace, on ſafe and honourable terms, we 
poſſeſs the means, as well as the determination, to ſupport with vi- 
gour this arduous conteſt, as long as it may be rendered neceſſary, for 
maintaining the ſafety, honour, and independence, of theſe kingdoms. 

We befecch your Majeſty to believe, that our loyalty and attachment 
to your Majeily, and the anxious regard for the intereſts of your ſub- 
jects, will enſure our perſeverance in that line of conduct which ma 
beſt preferve the advantages reſulting to your people from your Majet- 
ty's auſpicious Government. _ | 

The bleſſings which we derive from our civil and religious eſtabliſh- 
ments have long been deeply impriated on our minds ; and we cannot 
but feel mo e and more, from the events of every day, how much they 
diſtinguiſh us among all the nations af Europe; we hall never be un- 
mindful that they can only be preſeryed by incuicating and enforcing a 
due reverence and obedience to the laws, by repreſſing with prompti- 
tude every attempt to diſturb our internal tranquillity, and by main- 
taining inviolate that happy Conſtitution which we inherit from our 
anceſtors, on which the ſecurity and happineſs of every claſs of your 
Majeſty's ſubjects eſſentially depend. 
I His 


1 
His MajzsTY's MOST GRaActous Ar sw. 


GIN TLT AER, 


return you my <varmeſt thanks for this legal and dutiful addreſs, ard fu 
the expreſſions of your affeftionate attachment to my perſon and government. 
The aſſurances of your firm determinaticn to refit, to the utmoſt, the unwar- 
rantable pretenſcons and inordinate ambition of the enemy, afford me the high- 
ft /atisfation at this important conjunfture. They juſtify the reliance which 
I have uniformly placed on the vigour and wiſdom of your councils, and lea de 
me no room to doubt that the ftrength and reſcurcel of theſe kingdems will be 
effectually employed in ſupporting our deareft interefts, maintaining cur happy 
conſtitution, aud vindicating the honour and independence of the country. 


— — 


The Humnit Abbazss of the Right Honourable the Lox vs 
SpIRtTUAL and TEMPORAL, and CoMmons, in Parliament alem- 
bled, preſented to His MajzsTY, on Wedneſday, November 15, 


1797. ' 


We, your MajzsTY's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeAs, the Lords 
Spiritual and 'I'emporal, and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, have 
taken into our moſt ſerious conſideration the Papers which your Ma- 
Jes! Y has been pleaſed to direct to be laid before us, on the ſubje& of 
the Negotiation into which your Majeſty had entered, with a view of 
reſtoring to your People a ſecure and honourable Peate. In every 
ſtage of that tranſaction, we have recognized your Majeſty's invariable 
and unremitted ſolicitude for our proſperity and welfare; while we 
have ſeen on the other hand the moſt abundant proofs of the continu- 


ance of that ſpirit of inveterate animofity and deſperate ambition on 


the part of our enemies, in which the preſent conteſt firſt originated. 
Your MajesT 's conduct, characterized by an unexampled modera- 
tion, openneſs and conſiſtency, has left che enemy no means of evaſion, 
no ſubterfuge of diſguiſe or artifice. It can no longer be denied, that 
their conduct is actuated by a fixed determination of excluding all 
means of Peace, and of purſuing, at all hazards, their hoſtile deſigns 
againſt the happineſs and ſafety of theſe kingdoms. Even the vain 
pretence of pacihc diſpoſitions is now abandoned, and the real purpoſe 
of all their Councils, and all their meaſures, is at length openly and 


publicly avowed. It is to our Laws and Government that they have 


declared their irreconcileable hatred. No facrifice will content them, 
but that of our Liberty; no conceſſion, but that of our envied and 
happy Conſtitution. | 

nder ſuch circumſtances, we feel the duty we owe, in this great 


criſis, to Gop and our Country. Animated by the ſame ſentiments. 


which your Majz$Ty has been pleaſed to declare to vour people and 
to the world; attached to your MEST by principle, duty and gra- 
titude, and ſenfible that it is only from courage and firmneſs that we 
can look, either for preſent ſafety or permanent peace; we are deter- 
mined to defend, with unſhaken reſolution, your MajesTY's 0p 
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the lives and properties of our fellou- ſubjecis, the Government and 
Conſtitution of our Country, and the honour and independence of the 
Britiſn Empire. We know that great exertions are neceſſary ; we are 

repared to make them: and, placing our firm reliance on that Divine 
— which has always hitherto been extended to us, we will 
ſupport your MajzsTy to the utmoſt, and ſtand or fall with our Reli- 
zion, Laws and Liberty. 


HIS MAJESTY's MOST GRACIOUS ANSWER. 


My Loks axDd GENTLEMEN, 


NOTHING COULD BE MORE SATISFAC- 
TORY TO ME THAN THIS UNANIMOUS DE- 
CLARATION OF THE SENTIMENTS OF MY 
TWO HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. THEY ARE 
SUCH AS THE CONDUCT AND DECLARED IN- 
TENTION OF THE ENEMY COULD NOT FAIL 
TO PRODUCE. WE ARE ENGAGED IN A CAUSE 
WHICH IS COMMON TO US ALL; AND CON- 
TENDING FOR EVERY INTEREST WHICH A 
FREE AND INDEPENDENT NATION CAN HAVE 
TO MAINTAIN. UNDER THE BLESSING OF 
PROVIDENCE, I LOOK WITH CONFIDENCE TO 
THE ISSUE OF THIS GREAT CONTEST, BUT 
INEVERY EVENT MY RESOLUTION IS TAKEN. 


IT Is SUCH AS I OWE TO GOD, TO MY 


COUNTRY, AND TO MYSELF; AND IT IS 
CONFIRMED BY THE SENTIMENTS WHICH 
YOU HAVE THIS DAY DECLARED TO ME. I 


WILL NOT BE WANTING TO MY PEOPLE, 
BUT WILL STAND OR FALL WITH THEM, IN 


THE DEFENCE OF OUR RELIGION, AND 


IN THE MAINTENANCE OF THE INDE- 


PENDENCE, LAWS AND LIBERTIES 
OF THESE KINGDOMS. 


FINIS. 


Printed for ** Wazronr, oppoſite Old Bond- treet, 
iceadily. FO 


"A TheEwrins SeEECH of the Ricur Honmunanrs WI 
Liam Prrr, in the Houſe of Commons, November the 10th, 
N 08 to the n. of the NEGOTIATION ron Prack. 


II. Fazxcn AGGRESS10N, proved from Mr. Erſkine's © View 
of the Cauſes of the War: with Reflections on the original Cha- 
vader of the French Revolution, and on the . 


of the French Republic: Second Edition, with Additions. - 
Jun BowLes, Eſq. Price 35 * 
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SECOND EDITION, WITH ADDITIONS. 


This contains, eps of a peculiar Kind, 
*< of the principal points contended for in Mr. Erſkine's publica- 
tion: a refutation, drawn from the molt fatisfactory of all ſources, 
« the admiffions of the Author himſelf; but offers alſo many perti- 
nent and — obſervations, r ING hes preſent awful 
iod, highly in ing to every man who has any ching ah 
„H rea. depending 
| Brrrisn Currie, OG. 1 
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I. The Broopr Byoy 8 out as 2 Warning to the Poki- 

Pilots of all Nations. / Or a faithful Relation of a multitude of 
of horrid Barbaricy, ſuch as the Eye never wi the 
Tongue never expreſſed, or the Imagination conceived, until the 
t of the Freneh Revolution. To which is added, an 
NSTRUCTIVE Ess av, tracing theſe dreadful Effects to their real 
„ By PzTEx Poxguence, Third Edition, with additional 
Facts, anda Preface addreflcy to t the People A Duin, h 
Price 3% ſewed, 
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